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The Right Time for Waiting 


By Barbara Cornet Ryberg 
OMETIMES I have to wait for God, 
“ Until His perfect time, 
His count of days, His thoughts and ways 
Are different far from mine. 
Ireach to pick half-ripened fruit, 
Impatient to be blest, 
But I must slowly walk with God 
And wait, to have His best. 


Sometimes God has to wait for me; 
He bids me rise and go, 

And I stand still, nor trust His will; 
My doubting feet are slow. 

The Enemy is hard at work, 
No lazy idler he; 

Lost souls are dying without hope, 
And must God wait for me? 


v2 


Different Orbits 


As heavenly bodies keep their places, 
so should heavenly citizens on the earth. 
Planets are those “larger celestial bodies 
of the solar system, revolving round the 
sun in a nearly circular orbit and shin- 
ing by reflected light.” They do not 
hurry, they do not clash, and they move 
with such regularity that astronomers 
can predict their courses and their loca- 
tion at any given moment. Our time 
Signals in the United States are based 
on astronomical observations made at 
the United States Naval Observatory in 
Washington. In England, time service 


. 


is furnished from the Royal Observatory 
at Greenwich. A good deal of strain 
and friction would be taken out of 
Christian work if workers went quietly 
on with their own appointed tasks as 
the heavenly bodies proceed in their 
orbits. Imagine what chaos there would 
be in the night sky if Mars moved out 
of his orbit to criticize Jupiter’s motion, 
or Saturn tried to persuade Venus that 
she ought to move exactly as he does. 
How confused men would be if the 
moon decided some day to move at a 
slower pace. Now just as God has 
set the heavenly bodies in their places, 
so He has placed His workers where He 
wants them, and given different gifts 
to each one. A few have more than 
one gift, but as a rule each one can 
do some particular thing well. “God 
hath set some in the church, first apos- 
tles, secondarily prophets, thirdly 
teachers, after that miracles, then gifts 
of healings, helps, governments, diversi- 
ties of tongues” (1 Cor. 12:28). It brings 
a certain restfulness to the heart to 
realize that all that one is expected to 
do well is the main work to which God 


has called him. It would be foolish for 
an eloquent preacher to criticize a skill- 
ful pianist because he cannot preach, 
or for the musician to criticize the min- 
ister because he cannot play. These 
distinctions are obvious, but there are 
others not so obvious which are none 
the less real. It is better to try to see 
what a Christian worker can do well, 
and be glad that he is serving God in 
that way, than to ferret out what he 
does poorly and blame him for it. It 
saves a lot of time and hard feelings if 
we spend our time and energy on our 
own tasks rather than in wondering why 
another does not do things as we would 
like to see them done. It is a striking 


fact that, before his great passage on 
the second coming of the Lord, Paul 


exhorts believers to “study to be quiet, 
and to do your own business” (1 Thess. 
4:11). “The heavens declare the glory 
of God; and the firmament sheweth his 
handywork” (Psa, 19:1); and so should 
those whose “citizenship is in heaven; 
from whence also we look for the Sav- 
iour, the Lord Jesus Christ” (Phil, 3: 
20, marg.). 
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ll. Secrets of Serenity 


(Continued from last week’s issue) 


serenity is putting God ahead of 

things. “Be not therefore anxious,” 
said our Lord to His disciples, “saying, 
What shall we eat? or, What shall we 
drink? or, Wherewithal shall we be 
clothed? .. . For your héavenly Father 
knoweth that ye have need of all these 
things. But seek ye first his kingdom, 
and his righteousness; and all these 
things shall be added unto you” (Matt. 
6: 31-33). 


. N IMPORTANT Christian secret of 








Comfort for Dark Days 


“Likewise the Spirit also helpeth 
our infirmities: for we know not 
what we should pray for as we 
ought: but the Spirit itself maketh 
intercession for us with groanings 
which cannot be uttered” (Rom. 8: 
26). 




















People get far more distracted than 
is needful over things; over the things 
having to do with life’s necessities, over 
things connected with its ambitions, ac- 
tivities, and pleasures. And thereby 
serenity is lost, and still worse, the true 
purpose and end of life is missed. The 


Christian’s first concern must be the 
Kingdom and righteousness of God. 
When he 


lets things come before God 
in his life, a man is off the track. . 

There is a lovely little story about 
Evangeline Booth, whose father founded 
the Salvation Army. In the early days 
of the Army the Booths lived in a poor 
home in the poorest part of London, with 
poor furnishings and poor food. But 
William Booth never complained. He 
lived to help the poor among whom he 
made his home, 

One day, Evangeline was taken to 
another part of London where people 
were well clothed and lived in beautiful 
homes, On returning to her own home the 
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little girl said, “Papa, why don’t we have 
things?” 

“Things, dear?” he replied. 
you mean?” 

Then she told him where she had been 
and what she had seen. 

In answer her father took a sheet of 
paper and a pencil. Then he said: “My 
dear, all along I have given to things 
just a little place in my life. So let us 
make a tiny dot on this paper and it 
shall stand for things. Then,” he con- 
tinued, “I’ve given others a bigger place 
than I have to things, so we will draw 
a circle around the dot and call it Others, 
But above all, I’ve given God a big place 
in my life, so let’s put a big circle 
around the other one and call it God.” 

Then he took a second sheet of paper, 
and, making a dot on it, Booth said, “This 
time the tiny dot shall stand for God, 
and around it we'll draw a circle and 
call it Self. Around that we'll draw this 
bigger circle and call it Things.” Then, 
facing her with both sheets of paper, 
the father said: “Look at both, dear, 
and decide which you like the better.” 

She looked, and taking the second 
sheet she crumpled it up and threw it 
away, saying, “No, Papa, let’s still let 
God have the big circle in our lives and 
things the little dot.” 

That girlie made a wiser choice than 
some of us are making. Through letting 
things be the big circle and God the 
little dot, life is all out of joint with us. 
If the chase after things is to be our 
chief occupation, we shall soon be worn 
and worried in the chase. Necessities 
are necessities, and providing them is a 
duty, but it is not the chief end of man’s 
life. And with most people the desire 
for things goes far beyond necessities 
into luxuries. 

Christ’s word is that if we will make 
the service of God our chief business, 
God will make the supplying of our 
needs His business. Life’s necessary 
things shall be added unto us. No need 
to worry about them. And what is more, 
because we are made for God, not for 
things, as we live for Him, we shall 
know a satisfaction and with it a seren- 
ity such as none know who live for self 
and things. 

Yet another secret of serenity is tak- 
ing life a day at a time. Hear Christ’s 
word in the Sermon on the Mount, “Be 
not therefore anxious for the morrow: 
for the morrow will be anxious for itself, 
Sufficient unto the day is the evil 
thereof” (Matt. 6:34). Then, besides that 
place, the promise in Moses’ blessing of 
Asher, “As thy days, so shall thy strength 
be” (Deut. 33:25). 

A woman who had been injured in an 
accident faced the prospéct of weeks and 
perhaps months in a hospital bed. Ap- 
palled at the likelihood of being bed- 
ridden so long, anxiously she asked her 
doctor, “Oh, doctor, how long am I going 
to be lying here?” 

The wise and cheerful answer was, 
“Only a day at a time.” 


“What do 
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Often in the weary weeks that fol- 
lowed, the doctor’s words came back to 
the patient, “Only a day at a time,” and 
in them she found the secret of serene 
endurance she needed. Likewise one of 
the Christian’s secrets of serenity is in 
taking life a day at a time. 

Our Lord was telling people not to be 
anxious about the morrow when He said, 
“Sufficient unto the day is the evil 
thereof.” The Revised Standard Version 
says: “Let the day’s own trouble be 
sufficient for the day.” Each day im- 
poses a sufficient burden of its own. It 
is foolish to increase that burden by 
gloomy forebodings about possible trou- 
ble beyond today. There is a place for 
proper consideration of and preparation 
for the future, but brooding over pos- 
sible disaster ahead is folly. Yet so 
many of us do so much worrying over 
things that never happen. We are like 
the colored woman who confessed that 
before she married she was always 
worrying about what she would do if 
she were left a widow with a lot of chil- 
dren she never had! It is that foolish 
sort of anxiety our Lord would remove 
when He says, “Let the day’s own trou- 
ble be sufficient for the day.” 

You see, we can rely on having what 
it takes to get through the day. We 
can appropriate in faith the gracious 
blessing promised to Asher, “As thy days, 
so shall thy strength be.” Each day 
brings its particular demands, its own 
situations, and here we are promised 
strength equal to the demands and the 
circumstances of the day. Most anxiety 
has to do with something beyond the 
present. But if we are able to cope with 
the demands of today, and we are, then 
that is enough. The morrow and its de- 
mands can be left to the morrow. Set 
yourself to meet life a day at a time, 
trusting the future with God, and you 
will walk life’s way in serenity. 

Our last suggestion for serene living 
is this: Bide God’s time. People worry 
over the dark mysteries of life, its dis- 
appointments, its seemingly inexplicable 
woes. They ask: Why should this hap- 
pen to me? Why does God allow this? 
Why does He permit that? So mind and 
heart fret over the unexplained. How 
can we walk in serenity through the 
darkness of the umexplained? Only as 
we wait God’s time to unravel life’s 
tangled skein and work out His all-wise 
purposes. We must rest in the Lord, 
wait patiently for Him. 

When Peter misunderstood our Lord’s 
action in washing the disciples’ feet, 
Christ said: “What I do thou knowest 
not now; but thou shalt know hereafter” 
(John 13:7). It is not amiss to apply 
these words to the unexplained provi- 
dences of God, and to all His permission 
of wrong and woe. 

When Joseph’s brothers told their 
father Jacob of Joseph’s demand for 
Benjamin, the aged father exclaimed, 
“Joseph is not, and Simeon is not, and 


February 24, 195] 


ye will take Benjamin away: all these 
things are against me” (Gen. 42:36). 
That is how it looked just then to Jacob, 
but actually all these things were work- 
ing for Jacob, not against him. They 
were leading, under God’s providence. 
to a happy ending to long years of grief 
and woe. But Jacob did not have all the 
facts. Hence his judgment, “All these 
things are against me,” was mistaken 
and premature. 

Neither do we have all the facts. 

(Continued on page 179) 
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Notes on Open Letters 
Did the Dead Sea Cover 


Sodom and Gomorrah? 


While studying the Scriptures and 
the different cities, I came to Sodom 
and its destruction. 


I find in “The People’s Bible Ency- 
clopedia” (edited by Charles Randal] 
Barnes, A.M., D.D.) that the whole 
valley was utterly destroyed and that 
the Dead Sea took its place. 

Now I can find no account in the 
Bible that says that the Dead Sea is 
now in the valley where Sodom and 
Gomorrah were before being de- 
stroyed. 

Will you please make me clear on 
this—A Pennsylvania reader. 


Dr. Joseph P. Free, in his book, 
“Archaeology and Bible History” (Van 
Kampen Press, Wheaton, II1.), writes: 

“After Lot had been warned by the 
angels, he and his family left the city 
of Sodom. God then caused brimstone 
and fire to come down upon the cities 
of the plain to destroy them. There were 
five principal cities in this group which 
included Sodom and Gomorrah (shown 
by Genesis 14:2). An indication as to 
the location of these five cities may be 
seen in the fact that there are five 
streams at the south end of the Dead 
Sea, each one of which may have been 
the source of water for each of the cities 
in the group of five. Archaeological ex- 
plorations at the south end of the Dead 
Sea, particularly at the site of Bab ed- 
Dra (possibly the place of pagan worship 
for the inhabitants of Sodom and Gomor- 
rah), have shown evidence of a break 
in civilization about 2000 B.C. Recent 
researches by Nelson Glueck also have 
shown a break in culture about 2000 
B.C. in Trans-jordan, which he connects 
with the period of Abraham. 

“It is possible that the cities of Sodom 
and Gomorrah are now covered by the 
shallow waters at the south end of the 
Dead Sea. There is evidence that the 
level of the Dead Sea has been slowly 
rising. In 1892 Dr. Kyle observed an 
island at the north end of the Dead Sea. 
Later, the rising waters caused it to dis- 
appear. When he rode over the same 
island in a motorboat in 1924, it was 
covered with several feet of water.” 











Lesso 


Some 


O 
i 
k 


ing th 
the du 
a lot « 

First 


Chri 
certair 
some, 
some, | 
teache 
the pe: 
of the 
body « 

Four 
tinguis 
the ev 
and a 
each o 
the ot! 
finable 

The 
relatec 
every 
missio! 
list, in 
For th 
missio1 
ary inc 
tor-tea 
the lat 
is sing 

Ther 
tor is 
“sent” 
sense, 
again, 

Broa 
the ap 
who a 
ically 
in pro: 
system 
fice, m 
prophe 
applies 
changi 
would 
John C 
Ward 
man v 
persua: 
will of 
vation. 
Whitef 
the pa: 
expour 
Alexanr 
bell M 

Now 


what i 
the qu 
+d0 you 








hese 
36). 
cob, 
ork- 
‘hey 
nce. 
Tief 

the 
1ese 
ken 


sike 


I 


and 
lom 


cy- 
jal] 
ole 
hat 
the 
| is 


and 
de- 


ne 





do you think God has given to you? 





Lesson for March 11 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 





(3) 163 


lll. The Serious and Exacting Work of the Pastorate 


Some things it should and should not include, 


and how long it should be 


OR the present purpose, I would 
invite the attention of my younger 
brethren to two things only touch- 

ing the pastorate, namely, the idea, and 
the duty; considerations that cover quite 
a lot of ground. 

First of all, then: 

THE IDEA OF THE PASTORATE 

Christ upon His ascension bestowed 
certain gifts upon the Church. “He gave 
some, apostles; and some, prophets; and 
some, evangelists; and some, pastors and 
teachers”; and these were given “for 
the perfecting of the saints, for the work 
of the ministry, for the edifying of the 
body of Christ” (Eph. 4:11, 12). 

Four offices and functions are here dis- 
tinguished, the missionary, the preacher, 
the evangelist, and the pastor-teacher; 
and although at one point or another 
each of these runs into or impinges on 
the others, yet, each is distinct and de- 
finable, 

The missionary and the evangelist are 
related, with the difference that, whereas 
every evangelist is missionary, every 
missionary is not necessarily an evange- 
list, in the ordinary sense of that term. 
For there are the missionary doctor, the 
missionary educationist, and the mission- 
ary industrialist. The preacher and pas- 
tor-teacher are also related, but while 
the latter’s task is manifold, the former's 
is single. 

Then, again, every preacher and pas- 
tor is a missionary, each is 
“sent” by God, and should be, in some 
sense, an evangelist. Yet, let me say 
again, each function is distinct. 

Broadly speaking, we may say that 
the apostle is the theologian, the man 
who approaches revealed truth synthet- 
ically and analytically, and sets it forth 
in proper balance and proportion. The 
systematic theologians represent this of- 
fice, men like Hodge and Strong. The 
Prophet is the statesman-preacher who 
applies revealed truth to the ever- 
changing conditions of human life. I 
would place in this category men like 
John Clifford, Joseph Parker, and Henry 
Ward Beecher. The evangelist is the 
man who brings saving truth to bear 
persuasively upon the conscience and 
will of sinners, with a view to their sal- 
vation. Examples of this ministry were 
Whitefield, Spurgeon, and Moody. And 
the pastor-teacher is the interpreter and 
expounder of revealed truth, of which 
Alexander Maclaren and George Camp- 
bell Morgan were examples. 

Now, perhaps, we see more 
what is the idea of the pastorate; and 
the question arises: Which of these gifts 


because 


clearly 


in the 


This is the third article 
series, “Counsels for Young Pastors,’ 
by Dr. Scroggie of London. There 
will be twelve articles in the series 
containing valuable advice for min- 
isters from one who has had long 
experience in the pastorate and in 
Bible teaching ministry. 

Six editorials on “Things That 
Matter Most” by Dr. Scroggie will 
begin shortly in the Times. 








For it is quite certain that no one has 
them all. 
This leads us to the consideration of: 


THE DUTY OF THE PASTORATE 

Now, if a man believes that he is 
called to the work of the pastorate he 
should give himself to it, and do so in- 
tensively, not only for the sake of his 
people, but quite as much for his own 
sake, for one’s first years in the pastorate 
are the years of his great self-discipline. 
Nothing is more injurious to everybody 
than the minister’s indecision on this 
point. When Paul said, “One thing I 
do,” he did not mean that he did only 
one thing, but that his life moved in a 
circle and not in an ellipse; that all he 
did was related to one great objective. 

If a young man becomes a pastor in 
order to do the work of an itinerant 
evangelist, he will only succeed in doing 
neither. If you are called to settle, then 
settle: and if you are called to travel, 
then travel, but don't try to do both. 
Later in life a man who has disciplined 
and enriched himself may feel called to 
share with the wider Church his gath- 
ered experience; but at the beginning, 
and for many years, he should get down 
to his job in the pastorate. Letters I 
sometimes receive from young pastors 
express their desire for what they call 
“a wider ministry”; but surely these 
have never well considered the power of 
the pastorate, on the ene hand, and the 
peril of the evangelist, on the other hand. 
My advice to my younger brethren is: 
concentrate intensively on your task for 
the first ten years, and by the end of 
that time you will be able to see your 
path with certainty and satisfaction. 

And now a word or two in more de- 
tail. What is the pastor’s duty? If we 
could collect the answers that would be 
given to this question by some church 
members, we would find that the pas- 
tor’s duty is to preach three good ser- 
mons a week; systematically to visit all 
the members of his flock; to preside 
over innumerable auxiliary committees 


and socials; to make himself persona 


grata with other ministers in town; to 
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lead the Literary and Debating Society, 
the Christian Endeavor, and the Sports 
Club; to relate himself suitably to all 
births, marriages, and deaths in the 
church; actively to participate in the 
work of his denominational association 
and union; to interest himself in munici- 
pal and civic affairs; to visit at the local 
infirmary; to edit the church magazine; 
to keep abreast in modern thought in 
more fields than his own; and generally 
to keep everybody “sweet.” 

Well, if that is the ideal pastor, he has 
yet to be born. Half that program spells 
disintegration and impotence. Although 
a man’s spiritual power may be indefi- 
nitely increased, he has, nevertheless, 
temporal, physical, and intellectual limi- 
tations, and only within these limits can 
he be effective. 

The man who tries to do everything 
will do nothing; and he who lets others 
draft his program for him will hope- 
lessly miss the way. 

The pastor is not an ecclesiastical man- 
ager, nor a social ornament, nor a com- 
mittee drudge, nor a political exponent, 
nor a city missioner, but the shepherd 
of a flock, whose duty it is to lead and 
to feed all who are under his care. 

But if he is to do this, he must con- 
serve his energies and concentrate on 
the things of supreme importance. He 
who indulges in pious loafing — often 
called visiting — will have little to offer 
on Sunday but inconsequential sermon- 
ettes. Visiting there must be, but not 
for tea-drinking and general gossip. 

In most congregations there are young 
people with genuine doubts and diffi- 
culties; there are others who are over- 
burdened; and there are businessmen 
who are having a hard time of it. There 
are also people who are ill; some who 
are about to leave home and embark 
on a career abroad; and others who are 
carrying some wearing sorrow. Also 
there are young lovers who, if you have 
their confidence, will appreciate your in- 
terest and counsel. Perhaps there are 
those who have fallen into sin, and are 
contemplating leaving the church alto- 
gether. And there are men and women 
too old to come to the public worship 
who, nevertheless, love the church, and 
who would much like to see the minis- 
ter. These, and such like, are the pas- 
tors care, and his visitation of them, 
so far from being a mere dissipation of 
energy and waste of time, will enrich 
his experience, broaden his sympathies, 
and provide him with illustrative mate- 
rial for preaching. Unquestionably the 
localized ministry, the steady and patient 
building up of a Christian church, is the 

(Continued on page 166) 
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; A Survey of Religious Life and Thought 


Encouragements and warnings from all the world 





NEW day is coming for Africa’s 
A women, even in the African church. 

Once when a Cameroun pastor 
would be asked, “How many people were 
in the service yesterday?” he would prob- 
ably answer, “Two hundred people.” If 
then asked, “Were there any women?” 
with a shrug he would reply, “Of course, 
there were some.” He did not think of 
women as “people.” 

Dr. Robert McLean, who has been vis- 
iting the Cameroun Mission, reports, 
“Now women are demanding a part in 
the life and work of the church.” “We 
used to think loving our babies was all 
the pleasure we could get out of life,” 
one said. “Now we are finding joy in 
working in the church.” They want a 
vote in spending the money they raise. 
When a pastor suggested that they con- 
tribute to buy pulpit gowns for the 
preachers, they answered, “Never! We 
raised our money for missionary work, 
not to buy dresses for men.” 

In Spanish Guinea is an overflow from 
the American Presbyterian Mission in 
the Camerouns. In a few short years, 
four thousand converts have come into 
the church, and built sixty chapels. A 
women’s presbyterial society has been 
organized with 2,500 members. This is 
supporting three evangelists in a pioneer 
field, and they have raised, in addition, 
sufficient for a year’s salary for another 
seven. These work in the Okak tribe, 
115 miles away. The women always 
stipulate that their evangelists be sent 
to unevangelized areas. Some have, 
themselves, journeyed six hundred miles 
on foot to attend rallies, quite a trip 
for women who had never been one 
hundred miles from home before. Now 
and again they have gone in groups to 
visit their new outposts, and many have 
been the converts who have responded 
to their appeal. They are mightily 
pleased to realize that women can be 
evangelists even though noi sent out offi- 
cially by the church session. Their de- 
sire to be able to read the Bible and to 
hold meetings has grown, and classes 
have resulted in which scores of women 
have become literate. They have their 
own women’s banner, and on it is in- 
scribed, in their own tongue, the equiva- 
lent of: . 

I will keep my heart clean and right. 

I will make my home to shine with His 

light. 

I will help my church to serve and praise, 

Leading my people to walk in His ways, 

Remembering others, all my days. 

The gift of the Nobel Peace Prize to Dr 
Ralph J. Bunche is a landmark on the up- 
ward road of an advancing, though much 
plagued, people. To thcse who remem- 
ber the Congo of Stanley's time, when 


cannibal blacks ran along the riversides 
shouting, “Meat! Meat!” at the explorer, 
the following is no less wonderful. The 
Radio Congo Belge station in Leopold- 
ville has an evangelical broadcast for 
the Congolese every third Sunday eve- 
ning. Two native pastors, the Rev. 
Pierre Makundikisa and the Rev. Jacques 
Nzakimwena, participate in the program, 
“The former gave an inspired message 
in a special Protestant broadcast on 
Gocd Friday evening, assisted by a boys’ 
choir from Matadi. Crowds of people 
in the native town of Leopoldville gather 
around the public address stations, lis- 
tening to this evangelical broadcast by 
one of their own number. We believe 
this message was similarly heard in most 
of Congo’s larger cities and also by many 
listeners with receiving sets in their 
own homes.” 


The Invisible Church.—There are those 
who lay stress on the outward and or- 
ganizational in church: life. In Spain, 
the church buildings are looted and 
closed, but the church ccntinues. The 
parish of Saragossa meets in a private 
house and there are not seats enough. 
(Saragossa is named after Caesar Au- 
gustus and one recalls the stable of Au- 
gustus Caesar’s taxing time, where the 
church began.) “The dominant note in 
the villages is attachment to the Bible. 
For many members it is practically the 
only book they have, and know, and seek 
to put into practice. One is both stag- 
gered by the spiritual isolation of some 
and amazed by their faithfulness,” writes 
Mme. Delpech in L’Etoile du Matin. 

So in China, Reports from Shansi 
churches affirm that “the visible church 
has ceased to exist, but the invisibie 
is very flourishing. A letter from Pastor 
David Yang has brought great response 
The churches are carrying on though ten 


years have passed since the mission- 
aries left. Notable is women’s leader- 
ship. Sister Chang - Renewed - Heart 
writes: “I am ashamed of the poverty 


Once I was imprisoned 
and lost everything.” She is the real 
leader of the Kuwo Church, where 
thirty-four were recently baptized. 

Report comes from Miss Fan and Miss 
Li, “living in the old mission hospital, 
who go out in neighboring counties, lead- 
ing meetings. Last time they were put 
behind bars for several days.” 

At Hungtung, Pastor Cheo now sup- 
ports himself by milling flour. All goes 


of my witness. 


well. The manager of the Trust-and- 
Obey-Watch-Shop writes: “Praise the 
Lord who loves us. He has not for- 


saken us and has drawn us with the cords 
of love to fcllow Him to the end. Since 


By ERNEST GORDON 


Communism we have never missed a 
service.” 

Finally, a Christian from Hotsin: “Em- 
manuel and Ebenezer have been our 
experience. The cloud and the pillar 
of fire lead us on and, though we have 
no missionary as formerly, we have the 
unction from the Holy One and need 
not that any man teach us. Because of 
the increasing iniquity, the love of many 
waxes cold, but there are still those who 
have not defiled their garments.” 


This time Brazil. Persecution has 
broken out in Barbalha. Leaders, two 
Italian friars, preaching a _ mission. 
Weapons, Rome’s old and_ well-tried 
ones. “Stones started to fly. Charles was 
hit below the right eye. The student 
leader, when he bowed his head for 
prayer, was severely cut on the top of 
the head by a well-aimed brick.” 

So did the Pharisees stone Stephen, 
and the heathen stoned Paul. I recall, 
when a boy, sitting next to Father Chini- 
quy at suppertime. He explained how, 
when speaking in the open air, he al- 
ways carried a shawl to wrap around 
his head when Rome's doctrinal mes- 
sages came hurtling through the air, 

“The preaching was finished,” writes 
a reporter, “and the sixteen believers 
sang a hymn with all their might. Stones 
and eggs flew thick and fast. Martha 
said, ‘The joy that flcoded my soul was 
indescribable. Now I can understand 
why martyrs go so happily to their 
deaths.’ ” 

One Brazilian Baptist woman reports: 
“The crowd carried me through the 
streets, stoning me and throwing sand 
and pulling my hair. Almost dead, I 
arrived at the house, and more than a 
hundred people stopped at the doorway. 
My daughter received’ sand, sticks, 
stones, and water. She suffered a great 
shock, especially since she is pregnant 
The things of the world are like this; 
those of God are different. All the be- 
lievers here are suffering a great deal 
Glory be to God!” 


All of which is good reading for 
“Brotherhood Day.” 
“These were more noble than those 


in” Barbalha (Acts 17:11). A Southern 
Presbyterian missionary in Brazil writes, 
in the Presbyterian Survey, of an un- 
usual incident in a local church, The 
choir had begun singing when the pas- 
tor noted a slight disturbance at the 
church porch. A priest in his black cas- 
sock was talking hurriedly with a church 
officer. Hardly knowing what to expect, 
he made his way to the church door. 
“The Father wanted to speak to the 
congregation.” “Why?” “He doesn’t say. 
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Lesson for March 11 


He only promises not to offend our faith 
or our feelings. Nor did he care to give 
his name.” 

“How then can I introduce you to the 
congregation?” 

“Just say that a person with a believ- 
ing heart wants to express his senti- 
ments to your congregation.” 

Everywhere in Brazil, Christians are 
known as “believers.”” That word set- 
tled it. So he was given the floor. 

Pressing his broad-brimmed black hat 
in both hands to his chest, he began 
haltingly, then with more confidence, in 
masterly Portuguese. This was his mes- 
sage: 

“My dear brethren in Christ. As I 
passed by in the street I heard your 
beautiful hymns and prayers’ which 
seemed to rise to very Heaven. I could 
not contain myself from expressing the 
feelings that rose in my heart. I re- 
gret that my faith does not inspire such 
hymns as these and that I have yet to 
share the privilege of singing them. 

‘IT feel myself to be in somewhat the 
position of Paul when he preached about 
the Unknown God. Only here I find a 
difference; here I feel that God is known, 
Here I find expressed the same faith 
that is mine, for mine is the same God 
and Saviour Jesus Christ, the God of 
Abraham, David, and the prophets. And 
mine is the same faith as yours. 

“What I wish to leave with you is 
this: Hold fast to your faith! For 
it is this faith, as said the Apostle John 
in his First Letter, that overcomes the 
world; that I find so sincerely expressed 
in your humble temple: and which will 
guard your children from the evil of 
these days. This is the faith that will 
sustain the dying on his deathbed, that 
will save our society from the clashes 
and conflicts of our day. Hold fast to 
it!” 

Then there was Christian fellowship, 
common prayer, and farewell. The priest 
asked specifically that no one try to 
learn his name, nor did they, but by 
noon the next day there were few in 
this city of 30,000 who did not know 
of the strange visit of the strange padre, 

A campaign for the Spanish-speaking 
people of Los Angeles last fall was car- 
ried on by all the Spanish-speaking 
churches. The evangelist was Dr. Jose 
Morales, member of an aristocratic Mex- 
ican family and converted less than two 
years ago. There were some 700 de- 
cisions for Christ. 

The First Spanish Methodist Church, 
Brooklyn, is on President Street in the 
old brownstone district. The pastor, Mr. 
Baez, was born a Catholic, converted to 
Christ when fifteen, and educated in mis- 
Sion schools in Mexico. 

I stray into the Sunday school where 
Mrs, Baez is teaching a class of teen-age 
boys and girls on the fifth of Luke. She 
holds their unflagging attention, The chil- 
dren are Puerto Ricans, well dressed and 
attractive. The teacher is Mexican. The 
teaching-language, English, 
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There is no immigration ceiling for 
Puerto Ricans, and they are pouring into 
New York — 500,000 already. To the ap- 
proach of evangelical Christianity they 
respond, partly as a consequence of mis- 
sion work in Puerto Rico, partly be- 
cause of the impact of free institutions 
upon them. The New York City Mis- 
sion people tell me they have no diffi- 
culty in securing their attendance at 
church or Sunday school. Nuns visit 
Puerto Rican parents to dissuade them 
from continuing to send their children. 
Mrs. Baez reasons with the mothers: 
“You are now in a free country. ; 
You can do what you want to. No- 
body can dictate to you. Don’t you want 
to send your children?” 

“Yes,” reply the mothers, perplexed. 

“Then do so!” returns Mrs, Baez, 

(Anton Fernandez, a Cuban Christian, 
has worked with the National Biscuit 
Company since 1914, and is pastor and 
evangelist on the side. The nuns come 
around and ask him why, with his Span- 
ish name, he is a Protestant. “I preach 
conversion to them and assurance of sal- 
vation,” and they listen.) 

The little Sunday school children have 
Mazanas de Oro (“Apples of Gold”), the 
equivalent of the little Sunday school 
paper we had as children. It is pub- 
lished by the American Tract Society. 
Puerto Rican children are often taken 
for Negroes and unkindly treated. But 
here they are at home. In summer there 
is a mountain camp between Middle- 
town and Poughkeepsie, where a hun- 
dred are in residence, off and on. 

My call on Mr. Baez was in the early 
days of November, and a neighboring 
High Episcopal church was celebrating 
Masses for the dead in purgatory. (Some 
think really those who perished in the 
Flood are remembered on All Souls 
Day). I asked Mr. Baez about it. “Yes, 
All Souls is the Feast of the Dead. In 
Mexico they celebrate it with bread- 
bones and even whole skeletons made 
out of bread-dough hardened.” A tip 
for the High Anglicans who sing Masses 
for the dead in near-by St, Paul’s (!) 
Church, Brooklyn. 

Spaniards, immigrants from Spain, are 
bitter anticlericals. They hate priests 
as nothing else on earth, and are gen- 
erally atheists by unhappy and unneces- 
sary logic. They live in provincial col- 
onies in New York, the Andalusians by 
themselves, the Pampelunans, the 
Basques, and so on. Mexicans, espe- 
cially after education, abandon colonies 
and mingle with other Americans, 

Mr. Baez, lately in Mexico, assures me 
that there has been an astonishing im- 
provement in the matter of drinking, 
quite in contrast to our own terrible 
lapse. The government and labor are 
hostile to drink, and favor the anti- 
alcohol movement, again in contrast to 
government and labor in the United 
States at the present time. But the great 
advance is due chiefly to merciless taxa- 
tion. They are taxing the natior dry. 
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Every mancuay cactus is taxed, every 
one individually, at a high fixed rate. 
As a result the masses cannot afford to 
drink freely. 

Faithful, hard-working, competent, 
evangelical — Mr. and Mrs. Baez are mis- 
sioners the Methodists should be proud 
of 


In the 1949 Report of the British Bible 
Society is the usual collection of encour- 
aging incidents from many lands. Its 
Jerusalem Bible House was badly dam- 
aged during the Arab invasion. “The 
entire stock was removed by the Israeli 
Custodian of Abandoned Property and 
treated with utmost care. It took five 
Jewish girls fourteen days to pack the 
books into crates, working for the most 
part near the fighting line.” So does 
Israel look after Christian interests ! 

Berea, of Acts 17:10, was visited by a 
Greek colporteur, who was told by the 
town prefect that “the Bible should be 
on the table of every Greek family” 
and that he himself had begun to preach 
it. A Greek Catholic made a_comfort- 
able living out of a distillery. One day 
a Bible fell into his hands, which he 
read with wonder and awe. He joined 
an evangelical church, disposed of his 
distillery, and is now living, for the time, 
in creditable poverty. He says nothing 
of “wine that maketh glad the heart of 
man.” 

In Austria, a new edition of the New 
Testament has been published, and 
priests frequently hold Bible studies in 


their churches. It is true, also, of 
Czechoslovakia, where many churches 
also have Bible exposition hours and 


where good new translations in Czech 
and Slovak have been made by Roman 
Catholic scholars and published in edi- 
tions running to 350,000. The Bishop of 
Lille is raising a large fund for the pub- 
lication of a popular edition of the Bible 
for his diocese. 


“The Fact of Miracle” is the title of a 
manuscript which awaits a publisher 
with the courage to issue it. In it I have 
paralleled Biblical miracles with actual 
miracles which have occurred in recent 
times and most of the former have been 
covered. I have many like the follow- 
ing (from the last report of the British 
Bible Society): 

A Persian colporteur was accosted by 
one who asked if he had a right to sell 
Scripture. 

“Why, yes! We are allowed to sell 
these books anywhere in the country.” 
The man was puzzled. Then he asked, 
“How is it, then, that you are always 
surrounded by soldiers? Three times I 
have planned to attack you, and each 
time, seeing the soldiers, I have left you 
alone. Now I no longer want to harm 
you.” 

The soldiery of Heaven, which Elisha 
saw, many think were imagined, or leg- 
endary. Such supernatural protection 
has often occurred. 
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The Serious and Exacting Work 
of the Pastorate 
(Continued from page 163) 


greatest of all ministries, so that they 
who believe they are called to it should 
wholly give themselves to it. 

On the question of the desirable length 
of a pastorate, one must speak with cau- 
tion. Just because there are such di- 
versities of men and churches, and such 
differences between these in combina- 
tion, no uniform arrangement could be 
acceptable or just to all situations. 

We must all agree that a pastcrate 
can be too short. I estimate that it takes 
about three years for a man really to 
get into his stride in a work, and if 
then, or before, he removes to another 
sphere, he may be handicapping both 
himself and his pecple. On the other 
hand, a pastorate can be too long. A 
man can outstay his welcome and his 
usefulness, and that is bad for everyone 
concerned. 

We have known of long pastorates 
which were eminently success‘ul, but 
they are exceptional. My personal view 
is that the normal length of a ministry 
in a place should be from seven to ten 
years, and that at the end of that time, 
unless both parties are clearly guided 
otherwise, there should be a change 
without prejudice on either side. Such 
a policy is more adapted, perhaps, to 
the city than to the country, but the 
matter is worthy of serious considera- 
tion. While, according to the princi- 
ples of Congregational government, all 
churches are autonomous, and all men 
free, yet, I feel that denominational co- 
operation in this matter would relieve 
many a difficult situation, and might 
well be taken as indicating the divine 
will. 

It is scarcely fair for a man to employ 
the years of a short pastorate in study- 
ing for a degree, when, by so doing, he 
must rob his people of that service which 
they asked and expect him to render. 

If it were possible, I would have every 
ministerial student, on leaving college, 
go as assistant to someone of experience, 
under whose direction he would “learn 
the ropes” of the work, and, maybe, 
complete his degree preparation. I can- 
not but feel that the initial difficulties 
in connection with such an arrangement 
could be overcome, and the advantages 
would be enormous. 

(To be continued) 
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Journeying With the 1951 
Christian Fellowship Party 


HE first stop that will be made by 
the 1951 Christian Fellowship Party, 
as they journey westward after leaving 
Chicago on Thursday, June 28, will be 
at Denver, Colo. They will arrive at 
this “Mile High City” early on the morn- 
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ing of June 29. Immediately after break- 


fast, the group will board special motor 


coaches that will carry them past many 
points of interest in the city and county 
of Denver, and then westward, through 
the beautiful Denver Mountain Parks. 

There will be a stop at the famous Red 
Rocks Park, where are to be found many 
curious red sandstone monoliths, carved 
out by time and erosion. Moving on 
through Bear Creek Canyon with its 
rushing mountain stream, the busses will 
emerge in the open and head northward 
up Squaw Mountain, from which there 
are breath-taking panoramas of the 
continental divide. Continuing on past 
Echo Lake and up the slopes of Mt. 
Evans, the road winds on to Summit 
Lake, and finally to the top of Mt. Evans. 
From this 14,260-foot level, most of the 
peaks in the Colorado Rockies can be 
seen, 

After lunch, the return to Denver is 
begun, the road lying this time along 
the beautiful Chicago Creek and into 
Idaho Springs, Colo., where gold was 
discovered in 1859, 

One of the interesting stops on this 
return trip will be at the summit of 
Lookout Mountain, where is the tomb 
of Buffalo Bill and the Buffalo Bill Mu- 
seum, established by the city of Denver 
to preserve the many valuable and per- 
sonal effects of the great plainsman. 

After reaching Denver, the rail jour- 
ney westward will be resumed, which 
will carry the party on to Salt Lake 
City, Los Angeles, Fresno, the Mariposa 
Grove of Big Trees, Yosemite National 
Park, San Francisco, Portland, Seattle, 
and Vancouver, B. C. 

At Vancouver, the group will embark 
on the Union Steamships Limited S.S. 
Chilcotin, and will begin a ten-day jour- 
ney by way of the sheltered Inside Pas- 
sage to Alaska, stopping at such ports 
as Prince Rupert, B. C., Ketchikan, 
Juneau, Skagway, Sitka, Metlakatla, 
Alaska, and the like. 

At the northernmost port, Skagway, 
there will be time for a two-day jcur- 
ney by rail and lake steamer into the 
interior, amid towering snow-capped 
peaks and magnificent lake and mountain 
scenery. 

Upon reaching Vancouver, B. C., the 
group will move on to Victoria, B. C., 
by steamer and then return to Seattle. 

Before entraining for home, an over- 
night visit will be paid to Mt. Rainier, 
stopping at the beautiful and spectac- 
ularly situated Paradise Inn, high on one 
of the shoulders of the mountain. The 
return to Chicago will be by way of 
the Northern Pacific Railway, and the 
group will reach there Wednesday morn- 
ing, July 25. 

The Associate Editor of THE SuNDAyY 
ScuHoot Trmes, Mr. John W. Lane, Jr., 
who has accompanied a number of 
earlier Christian Fellowship parties, will 
be with the 1951 group. Detailed in- 
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formation and a descriptive folder may 
be had by addressing Mr, John W. Lane, 
Jr., Associate Editor, The Sunday School 
Times, 325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5, 
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An Alphabet of 
Attributes of God 
By Sarah Willard 


ERE is an alphabet of God’s attri- 
butes, keyed to the Scripture verses 
in which they may be found. It has 
been found useful in memory work with 
children and in bringing comfort to older 
folks. 
Almighty—“I am 
(Gen, 17:1). 
Bountiful—“The Lord hath dealt boun- 
tifully with thee” (Psa, 116:7). 
Comfcrting—“The God of all comfort” 
(2 Cor. 1:3). 
Dreadful—“O Lord, the great and dread- 
ful God” (Dan. 9:4). 
Eternal—“The eternal God is thy refuge” 
(Deut. 33:27). 
Forgiving—“Who forgiveth all thine in- 
iquities” (Psa. 103:3). 
Gracious—“The Lord God, merciful and 
gracious” (Exod. 34:6). 
Holy—‘“I the Lord am holy” 
26). 
Immortal—“The King eternal, -immortal” 
(1 Tim, 1:17). 
“A just God and a Saviour” (Isa. 
45:21). 
Kind—“For his merciful kindness is 
great toward us” (Psa. 117:2). 
Loving—‘“For the Father himself loveth 


the Almighty God” 


(Lev, 20: 


Just 


you” (John 16:27). 

Merciful—“The Lord is merciful” (Psa. 
103:8). 

Near—“Thou art near, O Lord” (Psa. 
119: 151). 

Omnipotent—‘The Lord God omnipotent 
reigneth” (Rev. 19:6). 

Pitiful— “The Lord is very pitiful” (Jas. 


5:11). 
Quickening—“God, who quickeneth all 
things” (1 Tim. 6:13). 
Righteous—“The Lord is righteous in 
all his ways” (Psa, 145:17). 


Satisfying—“He satisfieth the longing 
soul” (Psa. 107:9). 

True—“O Lord, holy and true” (Rev. 
6:10). 

Understanding—“His understanding is 
infinite” (Psa. 147:5). 

Victorious—“Thine, O Lord, is . . . the 
victory” (1 Chron, 29:11). 

Wonderful—“The Lord of hosts . . . is 
wonderful in counsel” (Isa. 28:29). 

eXcellent—“The Almighty . . . is excel- 


lent in power” (Job 37:23). 
Yoke-breaker-—“I am the Lord your God, 
. and I have broken the bands 

of your yoke” (Lev. 26:13). 
Zealous—“The zeal of the Lord of hosts 

will perform this” (Isa. 9:7). 


ORLANDO, FLA. 
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Lesson for March 11 
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International Uniform Lesson 








LESSON 10. MARCH 11. JESUS ASSERTS HIS AUTHORITY 


Mark 11 to 13; printed text, 11:11, 15-19; 12:28-31 


Golden Text.— Mine house shall be called an house of prayer for all people. 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 
Mark 11:11 And Jesus entered 


temple: and when he had looked round 
and now the eventide was come, he 
with the twelve. 

15 And they come to Jerusalem: 


seats of them that sold doves; 
16 And would not suffer that any 
through the temple 


17 And he taught, saying unto 


have made it a den of thieves. 

18 And the scribes and chief priests 
they might destroy him: for they feared 
people was astonished at his doctrine. 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
Approach to the Lesson 


E HAVE now come to Passion 
Week, and it might be well to 
have a timetable of the week, 


following Mark's order: 

Sunday (Palm Sunday): the triumphal 
entry (Mark 11:1-11). 

Monday: the cursing of the fig tree 
(vs. 12-14), the cleansing of the Temple 
(vs. 15-19). 


Tuesday: lessons from the cursed fig 
tree (vs, 20-26), controversy with the 
priests and scribes (v. 27 to 12:40), in- 
structions to His disciples (v. 41 to 13: 


37). 
Wednesday: the anointing in Bethany 


(14:3-9), the plot of the traitor (vs. 
10, 11). 
Thursday: the Passover and the Last 


Supper (vs. 12-25), Gethsemane (vs. 26- 
42). arrest and Jewish trial (vs, 43-72). 
Note: the Jewish day began at sundown, 
so that much of this might be reckoned 
as on Friday. 

Friday: the trial before Pilate (15: 
1-20), the crucifixion and burial (vs. 21- 
47). 

Saturday: rest in the grave. 

Sunday: the Resurrection (16:1-14). 

Notice that the “week” began and 
ended in triumph, but the second tri- 
umph was the real one, though witnessed 
by only a few. The triumphal entry on 
Palm Sunday was a testimony to our 
Lord’s real character (Zech. 9:9), and 
squarely put the onus of acceptance or 
rejection on the Jewish leaders. It was 
in His character as King that He 
cleansed the Temple, but instead of ac- 
knowledging His authority, the chief 
priests and the scribes challenged and 
rejected it (Mark 11:27, 28). Let us see 
that we are not resisting His sovereign 
right to cleanse and order our lives, 





into Jerusalem, 
about 
went 


and Jesus 
temple, and began to cast out them that sold and bought in the 
temple, and overthrew the tables of the moneychangers, and the 


man should carry any vessel 


them, Is 
house shall be called of all nations the house of prayer? but ye 


heard 
him, 


even this 


Isa. 56:7 


19 And when even was come, he went out of the city. 


and into the Chap. 12:28 And one of the scribes came, and having heard 
upon all things foe 
them reasoning together, and perceiving that he had answered 
out unto Bethany : 
them well, asked him, Which is the first commandment of all? 


went into the 


30 And thou shalt 


and with all thy soul, and with all thy 
this is the first commandment. 


strength: 
31 And 


it not written, My 


than these. 


Lessons based on 


national 


it, and sought how 
because all the 


the second 
neighbour as thyself. 


International 
Bible Lessons for 


29 And Jesus answered him, The first of all the commandments 
is, Hear, O Israel; The Lord our God is one Lord: 


love the Lord thy God with all thy heart 


mind, and with all thy 


Thou shalt 
commandment greatei 


is like, namely this, love thy 


There is none other 


School Lessons; the Inter- 
Teaching, copyrighted by 


Sunday 
Christian 


International Council of Religious Education. 
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Verse by Verse 
Mark 11:11.—“Jesus entered . and 
looked around . and went 
out.” Matthew and Luke do not men- 
tion the passing of a day between the 
entry into Jerusalem and the cleansing 
of the Temple. The visit to the Temple 
on the day of the entry was a mission 
of inspection. It was no cursory look 
around, but a look that took in every- 
thing —all the bartering and bickering, 
all the greed and grasp, so that it was 


with a heavy heart He went out to 
Bethany. 

Verse 15.—-“Jesus began to cast 
cut them that sold and bought.” This 


was next day. God's judgments do not 


fall immediately. There is a day set. 
This is the Lord’s “strange work” (Isa. 
28:21) All this money changing and 


trading was for purposes of worship, but 
it had become an abuse, from which, we 
are told, the family of the high priest 
reaped big profits. What a picture of 
the energy of righteous anger! But com- 
pare Revelation 19:15. 

Verse 16.—“And would not suffer that 
any man should carry any vessel through 
the temple.” This has no reference to 
the priests’ carrying the sacred vessels 
in the prosecution of their ministry, but 
to breaches of the sanctity of the house 
of God. There is a decorum which ought 
to mark our bevavior in the place of 
worship. 

Verse 17.—“My house shall be called 
of all nations the house of prayer.” See 
Isaiah 56:7. The ccurt of the Gentiles 
was the extent to which the Jews opened 
the house of God to the nations. But 
was wrested from them to 
make room for the market at feast times. 


This, in addition to the exorbitant prices 


for clean animals and for Temple cur- 
rency, called forth Jesus’ condemnation, 
“Ye have made it a den of thieves.” 


Verse 18.—“And the scribes and chief 


priests . sought how they might de- 
strcy him.” Those who ought to have 
been foremost in preserving the sanc- 
tity of the Temple raged against the 
one whose zeal for God’s house con- 
sumed Him (John 2:17; Psa. 69:9). His 


zeal ccndemned them, and they h-ted 
Him for it. But His popularity with the 
ccmmon people made them hesitate. 

Verse 19.—“‘He went out of the city.” 
What a relief to get away from the 
scenes of bitterness to the quiet of Beth- 
any! 

Mark 12:28.—“Which is the first com- 
mandment of all?” Here was one scribe 
who desired to get beyond trivialities to 
basic reality, and, recognizing the 
authority of Jesus in His disputes with the 
Pharisees and the Sadducees (11:27 to 
12:27), came with this fundamental ques- 
tion. 


Verse 29.—“Hear, O Israel; The Lord 
our God is one Lord.” (See Deut. 6:4.) 
Only one bears the name and character 
of Jehovah, the great I AM. All law 
is based on this fact. His is the right 
of command in all creation. God had 
revealed His name to Israel as a cove- 
nant boon (Exod. 3:14), thus laying the 
greater obligation on them to accept His 
decrees. 


Verse 30.—“Thou shalt love the Lord 
thy God with all thy heart... soul... 
mind strength.” Those who boast 
of following the Golden Rule need to 
be reminded that love to God is man’s 
first obligation. The call to such totali- 
tarian love is enough to convict all of 
us of shortcoming. See how this com- 
mand covers the first table of the Deca- 
logue (Exod. 20:3-11). 

Verse 31.—“Thou shalt love thy neigh- 
bour as thyself.” See Leviticus 19:18. 
This is like the first in that it is a com- 
mand to love. It flows from the first 
(cf. 1 John 5:1). This covers the second 
table of the Decalogue (Exod. 20: 12-17). 
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Moreover, this is the only way we can 
keep the Golden Rule (Matt. 7:12). Thus 
the whole of the Law is wrapped up in 
these two (Matt. 22:40; Rom. 13:10). 


The Heart of the Lesson 

The Lord of the Temple came and 
“looked round about upon all things.” 
What did He see? Instead of true wor- 
ship based on the love of God, and true 
fellowship based on mutual love among 
men, He found noise, greed, fraud, per- 
version, desecration, all in the name of 
religion. With a heavy heart He went 
out to the sweeter atmosphere of Beth- 
any. Knowing that the hearts of the 
chief priests and scribes were adamant 
against any spiritual appeal, our Lord 
used the authority which He had re- 
ceived from the Father and made His 
appeal to the conscience of the people 
by publicly chasing the merchants and 
their beasts from the Court of the Gen- 
tiles, which they had taken over for 
their market, with the connivance of 
the priests. But the leaders of Israel 
preferred their gain to a clean Temple, 
and resisted the authority of the Lord 
Himself. 

The same Lord comes to His churches 
today, searching out with eyes of fire 
(Rev. 2:18). What does He find? Loss 
of love (v. 4), worldliness (v. 14), seduc- 
tion (v. 20), deadness (chap. 3:1), luke- 
warmness (v. 15), and many works of 
the flesh. How are His churches re- 
sponding to His call to repent? Will 
He have to use the whip of persecution, 
of tribulation, of disaster, to effect the 
needed cleansing of His Temple? (chap. 
2: 16.) 

The same Lord comes to His temple 
in us individually. He searches us with 
His Word (Heb. 4:12). He searches us 
with these two great commandments of 
our lesson. Do we not stand before 
them found out, naked, ashamed? What 
shall we do under the searching gaze? 
Shall we today acknowledge our sin, 
“repent, and do the first works” (Rev. 
2:5), or shall. we wait till tomorrow, 
when He comes with His whip of chas- 
tening or with His fires of judgment? 
(1 Cor, 3: 13-15.) 


Outline of the Lesson 

1. The King claims His title (Mark 11: 
1-10). 

2. The Lord cleanses His Temple (vs. 11, 
15-17). 

3. The Master instructs His disciples (vs. 
12-14, 20-26). 

4. The Servant confounds His enemies 
(v..27 to 12:27). 

5. The Prophet propounds His law (vs. 
28-34). 


Topics for Development 

When Christ Comes In, This is called 
The Triumphal Entry, and so it was, in 
more ways than appear on the surface; 
but it was an entry in meekness and 
humility, which could not for a moment 
compare in pomp and splendor with a 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
9. March 4.—The Jerusalem Road. Mark 10 


Next Week’s Lesson 


11. March 18.—Jesus Faces Death Mark 14 








Roman Emperor’s triumph. (See Zech. 
9:9.) Some day He will appear with 
“sreat power and glory,” and His ene- 
mies will be scattered as stubble (Rev. 
19:11-21). Notice that Jesus did not 
make for the praetorium, or the art gal- 
lery (if there was such!), but went 
straight to the Temple, the heart of the 
city. So He comes to us, not stopping at 
the trimmings of our lives, but going 
right to the heart, to examine the hidden 
springs, whence all our actions flow. 
When Jesus comes, all that is foul, and 
mean, and low comes up for judgment, 
and must go. The purging may hurt, 
but it means health. 

Questions and Questioners, There were 
four questions brought to Jesus after 
His cleansing of the Temple. The first 
was the question of the rebellious: “By 
what authority doest thou these things?” 
(Mark 11:28.) Do we bristle against 
the Lord’s authority when He touches 
the things we hold dear? 

Then came the question of the con- 
spirators: “Is it lawful to give tribute 
to Czesar, or not?” (chap. 12:14.) It was 
a catch. If Jesus said Yes, it was a de- 
nial of His Messianic claims and a be- 
trayal of Jewish hopes. If He said No, 
it was sedition against the Roman power, 
and would constitute a perfect charge 
against Him. 

Next was the question of the quib- 
blers: “Whose wife shall she be of 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


N WHAT respect was our Lord’s en- 

try into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday 
a triumph? 

2. In what respect could it be called 
a failure? 

3. To what extent was the trading in 
the Temple legitimate? 

4. How did the trading transform the 
house of prayer into a den of thieves? 

5. Is there any relation between the fig- 
tree episode (Mark 11:12-14) and the 
Temple episode? 

6. Why did Jesus trouble to cleanse 
the Temple when He knew it was 
doomed to destruction? (chap. 13:1, 2.) 

7. With what question did Jesus silence 
His questioners? 

8. How can we say that the scribe of 
Mark 12:28 was sincere in the light of 
Matthew 22:35? : 

9. How did the scribe’s question differ 
from the others put to Jesus at this time? 

10. How do the two commandments 
cited by Jesus embrace the whole Law? 


(Answers on page 177) 
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them?” (v. 23.) The Sadducees, unbe.- 
lievers in the Resurrection, thought they 
had a watertight case against that 
“superstition.” How foolish unbelief ap. 
pears in the light of simple truth! 

Then there was the question of the 
fundamentalist, the man who wanted to 
get down to basic truth: “Which is the 
first commandment of all?” I think the 
face of our Lord must have shown His 
pleasure at that sensible, sincere ques- 
tion. The scribe was just as earnest in 
His response to the answer as in His 
question (vs. 32, 33). No wonder Jesus 
said, “Thou art not far from the king- 
dom of God.” We hope he pressed in! 
Are you near, but not in? Enter today, 
while Jesus invites. 

The Sum of the Law. Draw a dividing 
line down the middle of a sheet of paper. 
Over the left-hand side write the “first 
commandment” (Mark 12:30), and under 
it write the first four of the Ten Com- 
mandments (Exod, 20:3-11), which con- 
stitute the First Table. See how the law 
of love takes care of the four. Over 
the right-hand section write the “second” 
commandment (Mark 12:31), and be- 
neath that the other six of the Ten Com- 
mandments. See again how love fulfills 
the Second Table. Now do you see that 
if “the love of God is shed abroad in 
our hearts by the Holy Ghost” (Rom. 
5:5), there is no need for us to be “un- 
der the law” (Rom. 6:14), for the de- 
mands of the Law are being fulfilled 
in us by an entirely new principle? 
(Rom. 8:4.) 


Personal Applications 


Do we demand a white horse when our 
Lord was satisfied with an ass’s colt? 
The day of the white horse will come 
(Rev. 19:11, 14). 

Why be so anxious for popularity? The 
“Hosannas” of Palm Sunday were fol- 
lowed by the “Away with him” of Good 
Friday. 

Many Fundamental churches lay claim 
to purity (Mark 11:15), but are terribly 
lacking in decorum (v. 16). 

If Jesus visited your church next Sun- 
day, how would He react? Well, He 
will! 

Many Christians sing with gusto, “All 
to Jesus I surrender,” but as soon as 
He touches their pet sins they cry out, 
“By what authority doest thou these 
things?” 

For an exposition of Mark 12:30, 31, 
read 1 Corinthians 13. 

Let us keep our Fundamentalism fun- 
damental. 


Golden Text 


Isaiah 56:7.—“Mine house shall be 
called an house of prayer for all people.” 
While we look for the blessed fulfill- 
ment of that prophetic promise, let us 
make it true in our churches. Preaching 
centers? Yes! But they will be in- 
effective as that unless they are truly 
houses of prayer, 
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Lesson for March 11 


From the P!atform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuGGESTeD HYMNS 
“When His Salvation Bringing” 
“Ch'ldven of Jerusalem” 
“Here From the World We Turn” 

A Praver Before the Lesson.—Merci- 
ciful Father, we thank Thee for Thy 
meny promises encouraging us to pray. 
We thank Thee for this house of prayer, 
but we rejoice that, no matter where we 
are, We may pray whenever our hearts 
incline us to do so. Too often we have 
come to Thee hurriedly, with our minds 
on earthly things, and our prayers have 


been in vain. Forgive us, Lord, and 


HOUSE OF Pretinst’ 


help us put our whole heart into our 
praying, into our study of Thy Werd, 
and into all our service to Thee. Bless 
Thy Word to us now. Guide and keep 
us day by day amid the temptations and 
perils we face. Make us wise, brave, 
and strong to do right, and ever ready 
to show kindness to others. Help the 
needy, console the sad, heal the sick, 
and save the wayward. Lead the nations 
in the ways of justice, friendship, and 
peace, and may Thy Kingdom soon come 
in all the earth, for our Saviour'’s sake. 
Amen. 














After the Lesson.—Bcth the people the 
Lord dreve out of the Temple and those 
who allowed them to run their conces- 
sions had forgotten two things of which 


Christ reminds them in the Scripture, 
“My house shall be called . . . the house 
of prayer...” 


They had forgotten whose house it 


A man who walked into a church 


was. 
without removing his hat said to the 
minister, “I hope you don’t mind my 


keeping my hat on.” “I mind?” said the 
minister. “Not at all. It isn’t my house.” 
That was a cutting but a deserved rebuke, 
It was God, not the minister who was dis- 
honored by that man’s irreverence. When 
I see people chewing gum in church 
or giggling and fooling during a service 
of worship, I know they have fergotten 
in whose house they are. And when I 
see youngsters scampering around a 
place of worship as though it were a 
playground, I know they have forgotten 
whcse house it is 

Those Temple traders also forgot for 
what use God’s house was intended — 
that it was a house of prayer. People 
need quietness for prayer, but in that 
part of the Temple all was noise and 
hubbub. Worse still was the dishcnest 
bargaining that went on. How could 
people pray in that din? How could 
anyone from a distant land worship God 
when he was smarting from being swin- 
dled by the Temple money-changers? 
The world cf noisy, busy, grasping men 
crowded too closely upon Him, 
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While we would not allow such do- 
ings in a church, we sometimes bring the 
werld with us into God’s house. Our 
thoughts are too full of our business or 
our pleasure for prayer and worship to 
be real. Always begin your worship 
with the quiet prayer that the words 
of ycur mouth and the meditations of 
your heart be acceptable to God, 

VANCOUVER, B. C., CAN, 
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The Busy Men's Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“And Jesus entered into Jerusalem , , 
and ,. . looked round ,.. and, went 
out unto Bethany” (Mark 11:11).—Jeru- 
salem is at one end of this sentence and 
Bethany at the other. Jerusalem was 
the scene of His crucifixion, Bethany 
the place of His ascension; hence the 
statement can be taken as being sym- 
bolic of His entire mission. He came 
into the world and “looked round about 
upon all things.” He looked with com- 
passion on the multitude, but with anger 
upon the hypocritical leaders (Mark 3: 


i 


(9) los 
5). He went out via crucifixion and 
ascension. 

Doubtless those in charge of the Tem- 
ple services beheld the look from the 
Saviour’s all-seeing eyes, but did not al- 
low it to melt them as did Peter on an- 
other cecasion (Luke 22:61, 62). In all 
probability, the memory of that look will 
remain with them throughout eternity. 

Cardinal Beaufort, having slain the 
Duke of Gloucester, often in the night 
would say, “Away! away! Why do you 
look at me?” 

Orientals have a deep-rooted fear of 
the “evil eye.” While walking one day 
along the Nile River in Egypt, I saw a 
splendid specimen of a fish which a 
native caught. When the native saw 
me looking at the fish, he hurriedly hid 
it. I inquired of someone who could 
speak English if the fisherman feared I 
was a warden of some kind. I was told 
that blue eyes were regarded as evil 
eyes: and because I had blue eyes, he 
feared I would cast an evil influence 
over the fish and poison it! 

“_ . began to cast out them that sold 
and bought in the temple” (Mark 11:15). 
—Here we learn what met His holy gaze 
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—the Temple transformed into a mer- 
chandise mart — people buying and sell- 
ing, and exchanging money! 

Certainly sacrifices were needed by of- 
ferers who came to Jerusalem from dis- 
tant cities and towns; and because the 
Temple tax had to be paid in Jewish 
coin, money-changers were both neces- 
sary and convenient; but such business 
should be transacted elsewhere besides 
the sacred precincts of the Temple. 
Therefore the Lord cast them out. 

While in Jerusalem, I visited the Tem- 
ple area numbers of times and noticed 
the absence of money-changers on the 
site. The Moslems, who are in charge 
of that area, do not permit them there. 
Money-changers have stands on the 
streets leading to the Temple, but not in 
the enclosure surrounding the Mosque of 
Omar. Having Syrian money on my 
person and wishing to change it to Jew- 
ish money, I discovered that the money- 
changers knew how to charge a very 
liberal rate of exchange. 

Although born-again persons consti- 
tute His Temple today (Eph, 2:19-22; 2 
Cor. 6:16), “in principle we may still be 
guilty of the evil which made Jesus an- 
gry. We may desecrate His sanctuaries 
and commercialize His service. No more 
now than then is worship to be judged 
by its form, but by its spirit; and they 
who ally themselves with the churches 
in the interest of prestige or profit, for 
the sake of commerce or charity, are 
the moral posterity of these ancient rob- 
bers. If He came to your church, what 
would He have to drive out?” (Dr. Gra- 
ham Scroggie.) 

“My house shall be called of all nations 
the house of prayer...” (Mark 11:17). 
The Jews would not relish the fact that 
the house of prayer was for “all nations”; 
but provision had been made at the 
dedication of their first Temple for 
strangers. (See 1 Kings 8:41-43.) 

How thankful they should have been 
that there was a place where they could 
unburden their hearts to a living God! 
A place where they could seek divine 
guidance —a place where they could se- 
cure special aid! Although there is no 
central place of worship on earth today, 
we have the unspeakable privilege of 
taking everything to God in prayer. Do 
we value it as we should? It is lament- 
able that it is sometimes necessary to 
be confronted with a terrible conflict 
before we genuinely appraise the priv- 
ilege of prayer. 

A mother in San Diego informed me 
that her son wrote from Korea to say 
a prayer meeting had been announced 
for five o’clock one morning, and six 
thousand servicemen attended it. Thank 
God for the servicemen who are con- 
scious of their need of divine guidance 
and aid. 

One of the saddest spectacles of all 
history is the sight of the United Nations 
afraid and ashamed to call upon the 
name of the Lord! 
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“By what authority doest thou these 
things?” (Mark 11:28).—When the Lord 
asked them whether the baptism of John 
was “from heaven, or of men,” He was 
reminding them that three years before 
John testified to them of their sins and 
of the Messiah who was coming as the 
Lamb of God. Now He desires to know 
what they did with John’s testimony. 
They knew if they said John’s message 
was from Heaven, He would ask them 
why they had not believed it and why 
they were not ready for Him—the one 
of whom John spake. On the other 
hand, they knew if they answered, “Of 
men,” they would encounter the wrath 
of the people. Expediency dictated the 
plea of ignorance; and this disqualified 
them for passing on the Lord’s creden- 
tials, If they were ignorant of the source 
of the herald’s authority, how could they 
possibly qualify to scrutinize the source 
of the Lord’s authority? (See Matt. 
28: 18.) 

If while about to step into your car, 
a uniformed officer places his hand on 
your arm and says, “In the name of the 
law I commandeer this car to pursue 
that violator speeding down the street,” 
you would not stop to question his 
authority. When the Lord, through His 
written Word, the Holy Scriptures, speaks 
to us, it is not ours to question, but to 
obey. 

Wawona, CALIF, 
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Say, Fellows, — 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, there is scmething in- 

spiring about being all out for any 
principle or cause, but there is nothing 
to be compared to the satisfaction of be- 
ing all out for the Lord Jesus Christ. 
It costs the laying on the altar of every- 
thing you have, but it is an investment 
that yields a hundredfold. Jesus told 
the questioning scribe the “first com- 
mandment of all” was to “love the Lord 
thy God with all thy heart, and with all 
thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with 
all thy strength.” That was everything 
—holding nothing back, not even life 
itself. 

I heard a story from the banks of the 
Nile which stirred my blood. It may be 
only a legend, but it contains a big 
thought. All day upon the hot sands the 
battle had raged, and as the sun was setting 
a Bedouin chief was mortally wounded. 
Quickly his watchful body servant eased 
his master’s dying form from the back 
of the Arabian steed and dragged him 
out of the thick fighting to a protected 
spot where he might say his last word 
and die in comparative quiet. The chief- 
tain’s words were few but significant. 
“Go, and tell Allah that I come!” he 
said to his servant. The loyal slave well 
knew what it meant: only his spirit 
could carry a message like that, and the 
clay house it occupied must be destroyed 
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before the spirit would depart on its 
errand, 

Possibly he hesitated as his hand 
grasped the hilt of the dagger, for life 
was sweet even to a slave. Back home 
was a slave-maid in the house of his mas- 
ter, and she had been promised as his 
bride upon return from this campaign 
in the valley of the Nile. Many a day- 
dream of the future had served to 
shorten the tedious marches over the 
desert as he rode beside his master. Long 
after the camp was asleep the slave 
gazed at the star which seemed to guard 
her whose life and future were bound 
up in his own. But only a moment he 
paused; one more look at his chief, 
whose fast-ebbing blood stained the sand 
where he lay—this chief who was not 
only his master by right of actual owner- 
ship, but one who had been always his 
benefactor and friend—one_ searching 
look into his eyes for a last sign of rec- 
ognition; then with a firm, unfaltering 
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Lesson for March 11 


hand he drew his blade and thrust it 
deep into his own heart, that his spirit 
might be free to fly “to Allah,” with 
the announcement of his master’s com- 
ing. 

Now, fellows, there-is something fine 
about that, even if it be only a romance. 
Loyalty that rises to the height of com- 
plete self-forgetfulness challenges the 
best that is in us. But, after all, the 
picture falls to pieces because it is built 
upon a false faith and a suicide. I am 
glad that you and I can today, in real 
life, take part in something finer — scme- 
thing requiring just as superb loyalty, 
and for a ceuse that is really worth the 
best that is in us. 

Jesus Christ is the chief of all chief- 
tains. His last words upon earth were, 
“Go ye... teach.” They were not the 
words of a dying chief, but of one glo- 
riously alive and triumphant over death; 
not the command of one powerless in 
the presence of his foes, but one who 
could say, “All power is given unto me 
in heaven and in earth”; not a master 
who must send his obedient slave on a 
fearful and futile mission alone, but one 
who girds His courier with the assur- 
ance, “And, lo, I am with you alway, 
even unto the end of the [age].” 

And what does it cost to obey your 
Master? It costs your life in full sur- 
render, but not in the hopeless way the 
Arab slave gave his. Your hand is on 
the hilt of the dagger, but Jesus Christ 
is not requiring a fellow to die for Him 
so much these days; He is calling for 
living couriers, those who will give their 
lives in life for Him, So you plunge the 
dagger deep into—not your heart, but 
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your false pride—that thing which 
keeps ycu back from “announcing” your 
Master’s name. You plunge it deep into 
any life plan which would interfere with 
a real program of witnessing for Jesus. 
With God’s help you stab that habit of 
thought or action which stifles the im- 
pulse to do His will or embarrasses you 
in trying to serve Him openly. It is 
what Paul meant when he said to the 
Galatians, “And they that are Christ's 
have crucified the flesh with the affec- 
tions [passions] and lusts.” 

Fellows, it is great to have clear run- 
ning orders, with such a message from 
such a Master! Don’t miss it. 

Fontana Dam, N. C. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


UR lesson last week showed our 
Saviour as the one who “came not 
to be ministered unto, but to minister, 
and to give his life a ransom for many” 
(Mark 10:45). This week we are con- 
sidering His authority and power. Christ 
is Lord of all, and has the right to order 
His whole creation as He chooses. So 
watch today for things that show His 
authority. Wilma has the first news 
item. 
Loca Cott HEADS PROCESSION 
Jesus paused here at Bethany on His 
way to Jerusalem and told two of His 
disciples to go into the village where 
they would find an unbroken colt tied 
where two streets met. They were to 








The Golden Text in Song 


Isa. 56: 7. 
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learn to do so. Write for free details to 
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oung people’s meetings, and the like; No. 2, 
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two correspondence courses: 
pianists in church, Sunday school, 
“Beginners’ Piano Course in Hymn 
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Female 
WANTED: Cashier-typist or clerk-typist, Chris- 
* tian, age 18-28, 5-day week. Unusual 
working conditions and salary. Reply— 


R. P. WOODBURN 
Washington 4, D. C. 


New opportunity to give them o 
gospel witness by trained 
personal workers. Your 


port in this plan will be 
unknown. The Lord is greatly 


blessing this program. 
SEND 25¢ FOR A SAMPLE OUTLINE 
THE BIG BROTHER TRACT BAND-BOX 888 - AKRON 9, OHIO 


A Growing Publication 
Edited by L. E. Maxwell, Author of 
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“BORN CRUCIFIED” 
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is yours because your investment helps 
prepare young people for Christian 
service and assures you a steady in- 
come through the years. 


. + pleasant memories 


are yours, too, as you recall how your 
money helps this Christian college 
grow in blessings to thousands. As 
Huntington grows, the security back 
of your Annuity increases. 

Your continuing partnership with us 
in Christian service saves you worry, 
time, and money and makes you the 
executor of your own estate. 


For further information write: 


President Elmer Becker, Dept. T 
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You too can have that wonderful feeling of knowing 
that you have enough money to buy the extras you 
want...knowing that you don’t have to scrimp. 


BIG MONEY soiree 


When you call on your friends, go 
shopping, attend a club-meeting 
show FRIENDSHIP All- Occasion 
Greeting Card Assortments. Every- 
body needs Birthday, Get-Well and 
other Greeting Cards. Folks will be 
glad to buy from you when they see 
your lovely cards for all events, packed 
in handy, low-priced Box Assortments. 


MAKE $50 EASILY . . . QUICKLY! 
Sell only 100 new 21-Card All-Occasion 
Assortments. Amazing $1 value sells 
itself; pays you up to 100% cash profit! 
Add to your earnings with DeLuxe, 
25-card Super-Value, ‘‘Tops ’N 
Pops’’, Imprinted Scented Scripts, 
many more. Extra cash bonus. Easy 
fund-raising plan for groups. Start earn- 
ing with Assortments on approval and 
Samples FREE Imprint Samples! Write TODAY! 


SEND NO MONEY— MAIL COUPON NOW! 
FRIENDSHIP STUDIOS, INC. 
] 445 ADAMS ST., ELMIRA, NEW YORK 


Rush full facts about your earning plan including | 
l Assortments on approval and FREE Imprint Samples. 
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untie this colt and bring it to Him. 
If anyone questioned their action they 
were to say, “The Lord hath need of 
him.” The disciples found the colt and 
unloosed it. The man who owned the 
colt asked them why they did this. They 
replied, “The Lord hath need of him.” 
Then he let them take the colt. They 
brought the colt to Jesus and spread 
their coats on it and He got on it and 
rode it into Jerusalem. Some people put 
their coats in the road for the colt to 
walk on because it was carrying the 
Lord Jesus Christ. Others’ broke 
branches off trees and spread them in the 
road to show honor to Christ. Those 
who ran ahead and those who followed 
behind shouted, “Hosanna; Blessed is he 
that cometh in the name of the Lord: 
. . . Hosanna in the highest.” And so 
the Lord Jesus rode into Jerusalem.— 
Wilma, a Jerusalem reporter. 

How was Christ’s authority shown in 
this story? (His two disciples went to 
get the colt at His command. The owner 
sent it because Jesus asked for it. The 
unbroken colt allowed Jesus to ride on 
his back.) 

Now let us read Mark 11:11. Notice 
that Jesus went into the Temple after 
His triumphal entry into Jerusalem. He 
looked round at all that was going on, 
but He took no action till the next day. 
Last week we found a great example 
for every servant of God in the love 
of Jesus for everyone. Here is another 
important example: Christ was going to 
do something drastic about the wrong 
things going on in the Temple, but He 
did not do it hastily. He waited until 
the next day, which is an example to 
us, for He could not make a mistake. 
But if we act without taking time for 
prayer and consideration, we are very 
likely te make a mistake, 

Dora is going to tell how the Lord 
Jesus showed His authority the next day 
in the Temple. 

Jesus CLOSES TEMPLE TRADE 

Jesus came here to Jerusalem yester- 
day. He found cheating and other forms 
of extortion going on in the Temple. 
He then drove the dishonest men out, 
overthrew the money changers’ tables 
and the seats of the dove-sellers. He 
stopped all trading in the Temple. 

Jesus said, “Is it not written, My house 
shall be called of all nations the house 
of prayer? but ye have made it a den 
of thieves.” This frightened and angered 
the chief priests and scribes. They want 
to destroy the Lord Jesus Christ, but 
the people are astonished at His power. 
—Dora, a Jerusalem reporter. 


Did you ever hear of anyone else who 
was able, singlehanded and unarmed, to 


| stop a group of men from doing busi- 


ness, even though it was a bad busi- 
ness? If anyone but the Lord Jesus 
had ordered those men off the Temple 
premises, they would either have 
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laughed at him, or else they would have 
thrown him out. But when Jesus over- 
turned their business they had no chcice 


but to obey. When He asserted His 
authority, sin had to go. 
Now read Mark 12:28-31. Here the 


Lord showed His authority in the Scrip- 
tures. If you or I had been asked. 
“Which is the greatest commandment?” 
we probably would have answered, “I 
do not know.” But the Lord Jesus never 
said that, for He knew all things. As 
God, He is omniscient and has supreme 
authority. He could answer every ques- 
tion that could be raised. 

Harriet has another story. 

JESUS PRAISES Wipow’s GIFT 

Today everyone was surprised to hear 
Jesus say that a poor, shabby widow, 
who came into the Temple, gave more 
money into the treasury than the rich 
people present. The woman put in only 
two mites, whereas others put in large 
sums of money. But the Lord Jesus 
Christ said that they had cast in out of 
their abundance, but the poor widow 
had cast in all that she had. 

It seems that this Jesus knows all 
about people’s circumstances and private 
affairs. For He knew that two mites was 
all that widow possessed, and that the 
rich gave only a small fraction of what 
they owned. 

No mere man could know all this. 
Jesus must be the Son of God, as He 
says He is. He must be the long-prom- 
ised Messiah.—Harriet, a Jerusalem re- 
porter. 

The Lord Jesus had authority to pass 


judgment on the gifts that were cast 
into the treasury. He knew the circum- 
stances of all those who came into the 


Temple. He said that the poor widow 
had given the biggest gift, and His judg- 
ment is final. 


In Mark 13 we find that Jesus had 
authority to foretell the future. No one 
but God can do that. I wish we had 
time to study this wonderful thirteenth 
chapter of Mark, but we will have to 
skip down to verse 34. Here we find 


that the Lord Jesus gave authority to 
His servants, and to every man his work. 

At present your work is to witness 
for Christ in your school. Always take 
a firm stand against anything which you 
know is displeasing to God. 

Assignments: Doris, please report on 
Mark 14:1-9; Harriet on Mark 14: 43-52; 
Jo Anne on Mark 14: 53-65. 

FERNDALE, WASH, 

p-4 

Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
press, mailing, and composing rooms; 
subscription, accounting, business, circu- 
lation, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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Lesson for March 11 


The Illustration Round Table 


Leafiets giving a list of the lessons for 1951 and 
explaining the conditions upon which illus- 
trations are accepted may be had from the 
Times for 15 cents a copy. $1 is paid for each 
illustra‘ion accepted nd $2 for the best one. 
Illustration must reach the Times three 


months in advance of the lesson, and should 

not be clipped from earlier “Illustration Round 

Tables.” Preference is given to illustrations 

on the printed le Readers are asked 

to limit the total 1itted on each lesson to 
four illustrations. 








Qn the Devil's Ground.—Mine house 
of prayer for 
all people (Isa. 56:7, Golden Text). 
Isaiah’s prophecy and the words of our 
Lord Jesus Christ both foreshadow the 
Temple when He comes 
to reign in power (Ezek. 40 to 47). 
Meanwhile wherever two or three are 
gathered together in Christ’s name there 
will He be in the midst —a little sanc- 
tuary in the distant land (Ezek, 11:16). 
Nhile soldiering in India I was often 
privileged, in connection with the Of- 
ficers’ Christiar and the Soldiers’ 
and Airmen’s Christian Association, to® 
visit officers and men in many unlikely 
spots. The strangest instance of this 
was a visit I paid to a young Christian 
sergeant at Poona. At that time he was 
doing a mcnth of duty as Caterer of 
the Sergeant's Mess, a duty he detested, 
but could not evade. He strove to per- 
form it in a Christian manner despite 
the fact that he was personally responsi- 
ble for all the liquor ordered at 
the bar. There I found him, in the busy 
period before lunch, when the Mess 
members were coming off parade very 
thirsty. Aftei short time of inter- 
rupted conversation a slight lull came 


shall be called an house 


rebuilding of the 


Union 


serving 


in the rush for drinks. I then said, “I 
should very much like to have prayer 
with you, but can only stay for ten min- 
utes: is it possible?” “Yes, I think so,” 
he replied. Putting his head out of the 
serving hatch he announced, “I’m clos- 
ing the bar for a few minutes, any more 
orders, please?” and shortly shut the 
hatch. We then knelt down together on 
the sawdust among the barrels of beer 
and othe drinks, and lifted up our 
hearts to the throne of grace. I think 


that time was cne of the most sacred 
and happy times of prayer I have ever 
experienced, although it was right on 
the Devil's own ground, amid all the 
accessories of his soul-destroying drink, 
Satan's stamping ground was. trans- 
formed into God’s house of prayer, prov- 
idence, and peace. It was to us the 
veritable House of God, the little sanc- 
tuary, with Jesus in the midst, standing 
by us and strengthening us.—A personal 
experience. Sent by Major T. H. E. 
Woods, Newport. Dundee, Scotland. 


“Plenty To Grieve Him.”—And Jesus 
entered into Jerusalem, and into the 
temple: and when “a had looked round 
about wpon all things, and now the even- 


tide was come, he went out unto Beth- 


any with the twelve (Mark 11:11). Two 
ladies from a certain church, well known 
for the way they 


worried the trades- 
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people for donations for church affairs, 
told me the following: Mr. B—— be- 
longed to their church. He was the 
town’s largest grocer, and most of the 
church people dealt with him. His de- 
livery boy was a sincere Christian, and 
one day when he was delivering a large 
donation of groceries for a church sup- 
per, he said to the two ladies: “You 
women ought to be ashamed for the way 
you beg from the tradespeople for your 
church. If you ran it God’s way, you 
wouldn’t need to have suppers, and such 
things. Boy, when Jesus Christ looks 
round your church, He sure sees plenty 
to grieve Him.”—Sent by Mrs. J. Shields, 
West Hill, Ont., Can. Prize illustration. 


Too Many Headed for the Market 
Place.—And Jesus began to cast 
out them that sold and bought in the 
temple (Mark 11:15). An aviator’s ad- 
vance agent, seeking to place a perform- 
ance in a certain city, said to the mayor, 
“For [mentioning the sum] my aviator 
will fly from yonder church steeple to 
the market place.” The mayor replied: 
“My dear sir, your proposition does not 
interest me. We already have too many 
men flying from the church to the mar- 
ket place, and I don’t want to encourage 
them.”—From the Expositor. Sent by 
Mrs. B. Dowen, Eastbourne, Sussex, Eng. 


saying 
> 


Keeping the Cow.—He taught, 
unto them, Is it not written 
(Mark 11:17.) Never was a better reply 
made than that which a poor Irishman 
gave to a Catholic priest, while defend- 
ing himself for reading the Scriptures 
for himself. Said the priest, “The Bible 
is for priests, and not for the likes of 
you.” “Ah, but sir,” he answered, “I 
was reading in my Bible, ‘You shall read 
it to your children,’ and sure the priests 
have no children “But, Michael,” said 
the priest, “you cannot understand the 
Bible. It is not for you to understand 
it, my man.” “Very well, yer reverence; 
if I cannot understand it, it will do me 
no harm, but what I can understand does 
me a heap of good.” “Mike,” said the 
priest, “you must go to the Church, and 
the Church will teach you: the Church 
will give you the milk of the Word.” 
“And where does the Church get that 
milk but from the Bible? Ah, yer rev- 


erence, I would rather keep the cow 
myself..—From The Sunday School 
Times. Sent by Elisabeth Edmunds, 


Hailsham, Sussex, Eng. 


Faith Without Works.—Withall thy soul, 
and with all thy mind, and with all thy 
strength (Mark 12:30). Two men were 
at work on a sewer together. One of 
them, who was a Christian, spoke to 
the other about his soul. Just then it 
became necessary to lift a pipe, and the 
man who had been speaking of Chris- 
tianity left his companion to do the lift- 
ing alcne. The second man stopped a 
moment. “You are a Christian?” he 
asked. “Yes.” “Then lift,” was the 
prompt retort—From the Christian En- 
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“Scripture Memorizing 
for Successful 
Soul-Winning” 

a great study by Dr. Oscar 

Lowry to assist you in witness- 
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MISSIONARY DOOR TO INDIA 
STILL AJAR 


While there is opportunity to 
continue preaching Christ to 
India’s multitudes, we must 
concentrate on this ministry— 
giving, praying, going—before 
the door closes. 


Ceylon and India General Mission 


542 S. Dearborn Street, Room 1202, Chicago 5, Ill. 
169 Yonge Street Room 205 Toronto, Can- 
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deavor World. Sent by Albert Mygatt, 
David City, Nebr. 


When God Took Hold of a Convict. 
—Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with 
all thy heart, and with all thy soul, 
and with all thy mind, and with all thy 
strength (Mark 12:30). Anthony Zeoli, 
though a Roman Catholic, faithful in 
attendance at Mass, was also a dope 
fiend and all-round crook who would 
pick the pockets of his kneeling fellow 
worshipers. He says, “I used to pray 
morning and night. I would not pull 
off a job with any other criminal except 
I first prayed about it. I would tell 
my pals to pray before we burgled a 
house. When they said they knew no 
prayer I told them the prayer to pray.” 
Zeoli’s career as gangster and gunman 
in the Philadelphia underworld brought 
him finally to prison. There a New 
Testament fell into his hands, which 
two colored youths, also converts, ex- 
pounded to him. As a result, he fell 
on his knees, crying, “God, be merciful 
to me a sinner!” It was a fresh illus- 
tration of divine mercy, for in a moment 
the old life and its appetites had passed 
away forever, and Convict 9924 was a 
new creature in Christ Jesus. The next 
day he went into the prison yard to 
preach the Gospel, and the first person 
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New Easter Button No. 3 
The design covers the complete 
Easter story. The outline of the 
8 crosses is shown in the dis- 
tance, the open tomb to the 
right and in the foreground the 
risen Christ and Mary. Beauti- 
fully illustrated in soft, delicate 
ors. Dozen, 25e, 100,$2.00 
Easter SouvenirCrosses.Four 
designs with appropriate scripture 
text, lithographed in colors on 
linen finish card stock. Size 2% x 
4% inches. Dozen,20c; 100, $1.25 
Easter Program Books. Con- 
tain recitations, exercises, acros- 
tics, drills, tableaux, pantomimes 
and dialogues. 4 different kinds. .... 
ik Onn Aneewetib ovaceen Each, 35e 
Complete Easter Service. “Easter 
Light” Songs, recitations and exercises 
in this service are grouped around the 
theme of light overcoming darkness. 
Appropriate as a special Easter Sun- 
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offers the latest in Easter Supplies | 
RESURRECTION MORN 


AN EASTER STORY FOR 
THE FLANNELBOARD... 


“, Resurrection Morn. A new Flannel- 


Y ‘ * graph interpretation of the Easter 
5a 5 story presenting Christ as the answer 
s) A to all of life’s problems ....-- $1.00 

A\. 


RESURRECTION STORY 
< COLOR BOOK 


The: Resurrection story in original 
sketched outline pictures for crayon 
and water coloring. Below each drawing is verse which it 
pictures. Includes an attractive blue pictorial cover and comes 
ELE eee ene 15c 





in soft colors depicting cross, open Bible, 






Easter Bulletin No. 1750 
Depicting Christ speaking to 
Mary at the opentomb. Printed 
in soft colors, size 8%x11 
inches. Furnished flat for mim- 
eographing. ...... 100, $1.75 

Easter Bulletin No. 1720 

Attractive folder lithographed 





and lilies. Size 84x11 inches. Fur- 
nished flat for mimeographing. 100, $1.75 


Easter Offering Envelopes. To match 
bulletins, size 24%2x4% inches. Specify 
design desired. .....+.++-- 100, 7Oc 
Easter Greeting Cards, Box Assertment 
Ten in a box with appropriate senti- 
ment and scripture text. Envelopes in- 
GENE, ccccccccccecceseces Box, 60¢ 
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he met was the prison chaplain. “I 
asked him why he didn't tell the pris- 
oners about Jesus and how to get rid 
of sin. I started immediately to witness 
to all the convicts, 1,600 of them. and 
most of all to my companion in crime.” 
The latier was obstinate and refused. 
Both he and Zeoli left prison at the same 
time, one to die of an overdose of dope, 
and the other to become a flaming 
evangelist—From The Sunday School 
Times. Sent by Albert Mygatt, David 
City, Nebr. 


Hudson Taylor’s Concern for the Lost. 
—Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thy- 
self (Mark 12:31), Hudson Taylor was 
ill and had been told that his mission» ry 
days were ended. Yet he could not vet 
out of his heart and mind the vision 
of those millions of Chinese, especially 
in the interior, who are dying without 
having heard of the Saviour. He had 
appealed to several mission boards, but 
they all had more than they could do 
with the resources they had. He won- 
dered if a new agency could be formed 
—but how could it be operated? Then 
he was invited to visit a friend at 
Brighton “to get a bit of rest.” On Sab- 
bath, he was unable to bear the sight 
of a thousand people in a Christian con- 
gregation rejoicing in their own security 
while millions were perishing for lack 
of knowledge. He wandered out cn the 
sands alone in great spiritual agony. 
And there the Lord conquered his un- 
belief and he surrendered himself for 
this service. He told the Lord that all 
the issues and consequences must rest 
with Him: that as His servant it was 
his to obey and follow Him; it was His 
to direct, to care for, and to guide him 
and those who labor with him. So the 
China Inland Mission was born —a faith 
mission. Today, at least one-sixth of the 
total Protestant missionary force is serv- 
ing under faith missions.—From Harold 
R, Cook, in Moody Monthly. Sent by 
Anna A, Milligan, Sterling, Kans, 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
In the Great Temple 
(Mark 11:11, 15-19; 12:28-31) 
SE pictures of Christ cleansing the 
Temple (Mark 11:15-19) and of 
Christ teaching in the Temple (12: 
28-31). If you have a photograph of 
your class, use that also; otherwise, a 
picture .of any class. 

The church where the Lord Jesus 
went in Jerusalem was beautiful. The 
white marble walls and pillars glistened 
in the sunlight. Its shining golden dome 
could be seen from far away. This 
church was called the Temple. At cer- 
tain times in the year all the Jews came 
for services. What crowds there were 
then! The Lord Jesus with His friends 
came to Jerusalem for the last time be- 
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fore that mysterious death which He 
kept telling them about. He went in- 
side the Temple and looked around. 
What did He see? How did He like it? 
Mark does not tell in chapter 11:11. 
But next morning when the Lord came 
back into the Temple, things began to 
happen. 

In those days people killed lambs and 
doves and other animals as sin offerings 
to God and also for thank offerings. 
People who came from many miles away 
could not bring their animals with them; 
they would buy them in Jerusalem. For 
the money offerings, too, they had to 
change their foreign Roman money into 
Jewish money. But where was this 
business going on, in the markets and 
banks? No, right in the Temple! So 
much noise and arguing over prices! 
So much cheating, too! How could 
anyone pray or worship God in such 
a hubbub? The Lord drove those traders 
out of the Temple, and the buyers, too. 
He tipped over the tables with money 
on them, and the seats of those who 
were selling doves. He would not let 
anyone even go through with a dish. 
Yes, the Lord is rough on sin, and on 
those who won't do right. Listen as 
He says: Didn’t God say in the Bible, 
“Mine house shall be called an house 
of prayer for all people”? (Isa. 56:7, 
Memory Verse.) But you have turned it 
into a den of thieves! The priests and 
others who made money from the trad- 
ing—and were the ones who should 
have kept the Temple quiet and wor- 
shipful — were angry. They tried to find 
a way to kill Jesus and get rid of Him. 
They were afraid of Him, but the com- 
mon people were thrilled at His words. 
Shall we hear Mark as we watch the 
Lord Jesus and the other people in the 
Temple? (chap. 11:15-19.) 

Each night the Lord went out to 
Bethany, probably staying with His 
friends, Mary, Martha, and Lazarus. It 
wasn't safe in the city: they were plot- 
ting to kill Him. But next day He was 
back again, teaching the people. His 
enemies asked Him some catch ques- 
tions, but always He gave wise answers. 
One teacher asked Him a good question: 
“Which is the most important command- 
ment in the Bible?” The Lord Jesus 
told him the two most important. Do 
you know them? Then listen to Mark 
tell the answers (chap. 12: 28-31). 

The Lord Jesus is looking in on our 
Sunday school class today Does He 
like what He sees here? Boys some- 
times punching each other, girls whis- 
pering, a hubbub because everyone is 
talking at once, people running about. 
Now let’s be quiet while you think what 
two things the Lord did want in His 
house. (Prayer, chap. 11:17: Bible teach- 
ing, chap. 12:29-31.) If we are going to 
love the Lord with al! our hearts and 
hands and tongues. we'd better stop our 
foolishness, and get down to prayer and 
Bible study. Do you know what fool- 
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ishness is? It is fun in the wrong place. 
Imagine the Lord Jesus coming along. 
Would He take the fooling boys by their 
collars and put them out the church 
door? Would He scold the silly girls? 
Let us not grieve Him that way. Let's 
pray and then study Mark 12:30 and 31, 
to see if He will speak to us and teach us, 
Orono, MAINE. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 
HE Scripture given for today’s les- 
son is very brief, so short that it 
furnishes very little material for a les- 
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small villages on the slopes of the Mount 
of Olives. There Jesus sent the two 
men to get the colt they would find at 
a certain place. When they had brought 
the animal, with the owner’s consent, 
garments were spread on his back and 
the Lord rode him into Jerusalem. We 
wonder why the colt of an ass was used. 
That was a royal animal. Kings and 
kings’ sons rode on asses. If you will 
turn to Judges 10:3, 4, you will read 
about a judge who had thirty sons who 
rode on thirty ass colts: and in Judges 
12:14, another judge had forty sons and 
thirty nephews who rode on seventy ass 
colts! The ass was the mount of rulers, 
Another interesting thing is that the 
ass was an animal who had to be re- 
deemed with a lamb or have his neck 
broken (Exod. 13:13). 

And so the King of Glory rode the 
King’s animal into Jerusalem. The little 
children ran along and shouted and sang. 
They followed Him even into the Tem- 
ple, where the Pharisees rebuked them, 
and Him for allowing them to sing His 
praises in the Temple. But the Lord 
Jesus did not rebuke them, He accepted 
their praises, for the Lord Jesus loved 
the little children then and He loves 
them now. 

That night Christ went back out to 
Bethany, and no doubt the little donkey 
was taken back to his owner. I wish 
every one of you could read Fay Inch- 
fawn’s beautiful poem about that little 
donkey. 

The next day Jesus went into the Tem- 
ple again, and this time He drove out the 
men who were buying and selling and 
changing money in the Temple, and 
would not let them even carry a dish 
through the Temple. It seems they had 
been doing all sorts of selling there. 
Jesus said, “Is it not written, My house 
shall be called of all nations the house 
of prayer? but ye have made it a den 
of thieves.” The Jews were furiously 
angry and began to make plans to kill 
Jesus, for they feared Him, because the 
people heard Him gladly and many be- 
lieved in Him. 

Maybe you wonder if Jesus had a right 
to drive those people out of the Tem- 
ple. He certainly did, for it was His 
Temple. In fact, the earth is the Lord's 
and everything in it, and He has the 
right to do as He pleases with His own 
things. Perhaps He did that in the Tem- 
ple to show the people that He was the 
King they had called Him the day be- 
fore, when they came singing into Jeru- 
salem. 

What do you think the Lord Jesus 
Christ would do in some of our churches 
today, if He came to them as He came 
to the Temple? Are there things in 
your church and in mine that He would 
have to drive out? I’m very sure there 
are in many churches. In some today, 
as in the Temple, there are those who 
are buying and selling, making Gcd’s 
church a business house. There are peo- 


ple running bazaars and fairs, who 
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should be praying and studying God’s 
Word. 

Then there are some kinds of preach- 
ing that the Lord would have to drive 
out, and some preachers that would 
have to go before His whip of small 
cords, for they do not believe or preach 
God’s Word. 

There are some other things maybe 
as bad as that: there are people who 
are trying to worship God with hearts 
full of hatred and bitterness against an- 
other person. There are people coming 
to church on Sunday and bowing their 
heads as if in worship when their lives 
all week are wicked and impure. 

I have told you before of the verse 
that made me think, even when I was 
very young, about being reverent in 
God’s house. It was a motto just in 
front of the door as you entered the 
vestibule, “The Lord is in his holy tem- 
ple: let all the earth keep silence before 
him.” I love that verse. I wish I could 
put it into every Sunday school. I be- 
lieve it would touch many children as 
it did me, and it would help to make 
a more reverent and worshipful service. 

Sit down and think about your church 
and your Sunday school and decide just 
what the Lord would have to drive out, 
if He came to your church next Sun- 
day. And then remember, God’s Holy 
Spirit is there and sees those things. 

FELTON, CALIF. 
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This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 168) 

1. It revealed the dawning conviction 
of the common people that Jesus was 
the Christ, and it fulfilled the prophecy 
of Zechariah 9:9. 

2. From the human point of view, it 
could not compare with a Roman tri- 
umph, and it did not keep Jesus from 
the cross. 

3. It made available “clean” animals 
for the sacrifice, and Temple currency 
for the treasury, for those coming long 
distances. 

4. It commandeered the court of the 
Gentiles, and what might have been a 
werthy service was turned into greedy 
merchandising. 

5. The Temple had all the leaves of 





formal religion without the fruit of 
rightecusness. Both were given over to 
destruction. 


6. His long-suffering still calls to re- 
pentance, 

7. A question concerning His own per- 
son: “What think ye of Christ? whose 
son is he?” (Matt. 22:42.) 

8. The word “tempting” does not nec- 
essarily mean trying to get Jesus to 
say something wrong, or trying to trip 
Him up. True, this scribe was in bad 
company, but he had a seeking heart, 
end sought to discover if Jesus had the 
answer for him, 
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9. It dealt with fundamental matters, 
not quibbles, and did not pose a dilemma. 


10. Love to God fulfills the spiritual 
law, and love to men fulfills the moral 
law. 

WHEATON, ILL, 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 
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You Can — But Will You? 

(Phil. 4:13; Heb. 11:1-10; 12:1, 2) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 

used by permission. 

OD never asks us to do anything 

without also providing for us the 
strength and ability with which to do it. 
We saw last week that, because of the 
sin of our first parents, all mankind is 
born in bondage to sin and will naturally 
choose sin if left to himself. But, even 
before the Fall, God had planned for 
redemption from sin, and He set this 


plan in motion in the Garden of Eden 
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when He said to the serpent concerning 
the seed of the woman, “It shall bruise 
thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel” 
(Gen, 3:15). To those who will accept 
God’s way of escape provided in the 
Lord Jesus Christ, He offers deliverance 
from sin’s bondage and power. 
% 

But, as we saw last week, some who 
have accepted Christ as their Saviour, 
nevertheless, for one reason or another, 
give only partial allegiance to Him, and 
consequently their Christian experience 
becomes a struggle between the desire 
to do right and a disposition, or ten- 
dency, or weakness to do wrong (Rom. 
7). Such an up-and-down experience, 
first victory and then defeat, is not be- 
cause of failure on God’s part or because 
of any lack of provision. Paul, the apos- 
tle, found the glorious deliverance that 
God has provided for him and for all 
believers (Rom. 8:1), and we, too, may 
have the mastery by recognizing and fol- 
lowing God’s way of faith for us. 

wg 

But God will not compel us to trust 
Him and to follow in His way. To do 
so would make us mere automatons. 
He has given man freedom of will, and 
He desires that man should serve Him 
and please Him because he wants to do 
so, not because he is made to do so. And, 
so He*has set down for us in His Word 
many facts and promises concerning the 
provision He has made for us. He has 
made it possible for us to live lives that 
are pleasing to Him, and to have yvic- 
tory over our natural tendencies to do 
wrong and over temptation. And He 
calls upon us to trust Him, and to step 
out by faith upon the provision that He 
has made for us. 

ve 


One of these great facts is found in 
Romans 6:14, where God says to us, “For 
sin shall not have dominion over you: 
for ye are not under the law, but under 
grace.” Another fact we find in Romans 
8:28, where we read, “All things work 
together for good to them that love God, 
to them who are the called according to 
his purpose.” Still another is, “My God 
shall supply all your need according to 
his riches in glory by Christ Jesus” 
(Phil. 4:19). This includes our need of 
material things, as well as_ spiritual 
needs. It includes our need of fun and 
fellowship, just as much as it includes 
our need of strength against temptation, 
and the like. 

The first verse in the Scripture portion 
chosen for this week states the blessed 
fact that may and should be experi- 
mentally true for every one of us, “I 
can do all things through Christ which 
strengtheneth me” (Phil. 4:13). Obvi- 
ously, Paul had in mind those things 
that are within God’s will for us in 
these “all things.” It would be absurd 
to assume that sinful things, or things 
that are entirely for our own indulgence, 
are included here. But anything that is 
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within God’s will for you or me is pos- 
sible for each of us, because of the en- 
abling that God freely and willingly 
provides for those who will trust Him, 


ope 


paad 


To encourage our trust and faith, God 
has set down in His Word a record of 
what many men and women have been 
able to do because they dared to trust 
Him and to step forward in faith to do 
His will. A part of this record is in- 
cluded in the second portion chosen for 
our Scripture lesson in Hebrews 11. We 
are often tempted to think of these out- 
standing examples of faith as being spe- 
cially endowed persons, for whom it was 
an easy matter to trust God. But if we 
will read the Old Testament record care- 
fully, we shall see that often they had 
far less reason to trust God than we 
have today. Yet each of them, in spite 
of discouraging outward circumstances 
and in spite of friends and loved ones 
who sought to hinder them, steadfastly 
and cour: stepped out in faith, 
daring to believe God above all else. 

God has given to us His Word, filled 
from cover to cover with expressions 
of His love and concern for us, and with 
examples of His faithfulness to those 
who would trust Him. How much do 
we read it and feed upon it? Failure to 
do so is usually the reason for our small- 
ness of faith, for His Word tells us that 
“faith cometh by hearing, and hearing 
by the word of God.” If we want our 
faith to grow, then let us give more 
time to reading and meditating upon 
God’s Word, 


geously 


Finally, God’s Word tells as about the 
Lord Jesus, who not only came to be 
our Saviour and Redeemer, but who also 
took upon Himself a body such as we 
have, and who lived here upon this earth 
so that He might show us how we, too, 
may live a life of obedience and victory, 
In the third portion of our Scripture les- 
son, Paul speaks of the Lord Jesus as 
being the “author and finisher [or per- 
fecter] of our faith,” but more than this, 
as the One who has run the race before 
us and upon whom we may fix our eyes, 
just as a runner keeps his eyes fixed 
upon the pace-setter before him. 

The runner who desires to run a race, 
not only must enter the race and abstain 
from harmful indulgence that would hin- 
der his running, but he must also put 
aside anything, even though that thing 
may, in itself, be harmless, that might 
hinder him or hold him back. A foot- 
ball suit with its protective padding is 
an excellent thing for a football game, 
and a diving suit, with its weighted shoes 
and heavy helmet, has its place if you 
would walk on the floor of the ocean. 
But how absurd it would be to don either 
of these in order to run a foot race. Just 
so are some practices and indulgences 
when it comes to winning in the Chris- 
tian life. We cannot afford to be handi- 
capped, even by some harmless thing, 
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if we are going to follow on after the 
Lord Jesus and attain to that for which 
He has laid hold upon or “apprehended” 
us (Phil. 3: 12-14). 

You can win, because God has made 
abundant provision for you in Christ. 

But, will you? Let us each say, hum- 
bly but fervently, “By God’s grace I 
will.” 

PHILADELPHIA, 
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Secrets of Serenity 
(Continued from second page) 


Job, we are actors in a drama, some 
scenes of which are laid on earth, and 
others in Heaven. But we can see only 
the earth side of the drama. Our knowl- 
edge is too fragmentary for us to know 
what God is about in His control from 
Heaven's side of all the play and inter- 
play of human life and history. 

But this we know, that God is good, 
all-wise, all-powerful, and _ all-loving. 
His revelation of Himself in history, as 
recorded in the Bible, and most espe- 
cially His redeeming work through 
Christ, assure us of His goodness, power, 
wisdom, and love. So we can trust God 
where we cannot trace His ways. We 
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can receive as from Him the word, “What 
I do thou knowest not now, but thou 
shalt know hereafter.” Thus can we 
wait God’s time for unveiling the wis- 
dom of His ways and explaining life’s 
mysteries. 
If we could push ajar the gates of life, 
And stand within, and all God’s working 
see, 
We could interpret all this doubt and 
strife, 
And for each mystery find a key. 
That, however, we cannot do, but of this 
we may be sure: 
God nothing does, or suffers to be done, 
But thou would’st do thyself, if thou 
could’st see 
The end of all events as well as He. 
Yes, we need not be overcome by the 
fret of the unexplained. We can wait 
God’s time, if we are God’s children. We 
have the grand assurance that all things 
work together for good to them that 
love God. In that certainty, then, we 
can sing: 
I will not doubt; though all my ships at 
sea 
Come drifting home with broken masts 
and sails; 
I will believe the hand which never fails, 
From seeming evil worketh good for me; 
And, though I weep because these sails are 
tattered 
Still will I ery, while my best hopes lie 
shattered: 
“I trust in Thee.” 
—Sir W. Robertson Nicoll. 
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For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


March 5 to ll 

Mon.—Mark 11:1-10. The Royal Entry. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Blessed is he 
that cometh in the name of the Lord: 
.. . Hosanna in the highest.” Our Lord 
presented Himself as Messiah at Jeru- 
salem, but was rejected from ill will 
and envy by the national and religious 
leaders. All nations have the same 
chance to accept or reject Christ, and 
they, as Israel, will reject Him as King 
and suffer for the same. (See Psa. 2.) 
Pray for Bible Club Movement, 1505 
Race St., Philadelphia 2. 


Tues.—Mark 11:15-18. 
Cleansing the Temple. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Jesus went into 
the temple, and began to cast out them 
that sold and bought in the temple.” 
The sad deterioration of the religious 
life of Israel came to its completeness 
shortly after our Lord’s presentaion to 
the nation as king. It needed only the 
Cross to complete the iniquity of the 
nation. The ruination of worship and 
the rejection of the Messiah were the 
nation’s crowning sins. Let Christian 
churches check up on Gospel standards 
and submit to the will of God in word, 
work, and worship. Pray for America 
Inland Mission, Gentry, Ark. 
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America’s Gift Bible Since 1675 
— 
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HELP WANTED joi" Gitisiian college. 
Write FOOD SERVICE 
Wheaton College 


Bethel Children’s Home 


Box 619 - - Jackson, Kentucky 
A refuge for neglected boys and girls in the 
hills of Kentucky. 


Thoroughly Christian. A faith work. 
Literature furnished on request. 


PRAY FOR US 


Wheaton, Illinois 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES (Lesson for March 11) Feb. 24, 1951 


Wed.—Mark 11:27-33, 
The Question of Authority. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Who gave thee 
this authority?” The chief priests, 
scribes, and elders who asked Christ for 
His authority for His cleansing the Tem- 
ple were utterly unaware they were 
dealing with the Lord of Glory —the 
very one who had appeared to Abra- 
ham, Isaac, Jacob, and the prophets. 
How quickly, with one simple question, 
the Judge of Israel silenced those critics ! 





3 Savior-Centered 


VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 


@Fotbb a-1-1-Me- Bato MW. Wolel-T-t-Toh o0-3- 


complete! 


Each Course is attractively illustrated and comprises work- 
books and handicraft projects for pupils 5 to 14. A separate 
Teacher’s Manual is available for each Course. Each work- 
book contains fifteen lessons, including three review lessons. 


WRITE FOR V.B.S. CATALOG —“HOW TO” 
PAMPHLET, SAMPLE V.B.S. PACKET 


Write today for a free V.B.S. Catalog describing all three 
Courses. A free pamphlet, ‘How to Conduct a Successful 
V.B.S. School” is also available. Send for your sample 
packet (@ $2.50 each — includes four workbooks and 
full set of handicraft projects). Use the handy coupon be- 
low to order your V.B.S. Catalog, pamphlet, and sample 
€ V.B.S. packet. 
—_——_— — eee See ee ee ee 
CONCORDIA PUBLISHING HOUSE, Saint Lovis 18, Missouri 
Please send me— 















Concordia 
PUBLISHING HOUSE 


Name 


Bible-centered, easy-to-teach, correlated, uniform, functional, 






F 


——Free V.B.S. Catalog. I 


Free Pamphlet: “How to Conduct a Successful Vacation Bible} 
chool”’ 
——Sample Packet(s) at $2.50 each. Includes 4 Workbooks and] 


full set of Handicraft Projects. | enclose $ J 











ST. LOUIS 18, MO. 


Address 
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In like manner He will shut the mouths 
of gainsayers when He comes to judge 
the world. What an astonishment will 
seize men at that event! Pray for Bible 
Memory Association, Inc., 2625 Dillard 
St., Shreveport 14, La. 


Thurs.—Mark 12:13-17. 
To Whom Shall Tribute Be Paid? 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Is it lawful to 
give tribute to Czsar, Hypo- 
crites raise questions about duties, not 
to know what they ought to do, but to 
satisfy some selfish motive. Christ dis- 
cerned the evil design of those tempting 
hypocrites and amazed them with His 
answer. The Lord ripped off their cloak 
of sin and exposed their vileness. We 
are also dealing with the Lord who 
knows all about us. Pray for Braille 
Circulating Library (for the blind), 704 
W. Grace St., Richmond 20, Va 


yr not?” 


Fri.—Mark 12:28-34. 
What Commandment Is First of All? 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Thou. shalt love 
the Lord thy God with all thy heart.” 
Love is the keeping of the Law. With- 
out it, obedience would be unacceptable 
to God. Love is the f 
Law. What comfort can a 
wife get out of loveless labor? 
makes deeds more precious Without 
it, they are without pleasure to giver 
and recipient. The soul without love 
means service without blessin Chris- 
tian service consists chiefly in the af- 
fections. Pray for Christian Service 
Brigade (for boys), 542 S. Dearborn St., 
Chicago 5. 


fulfilling of the 
husband o1 


Le ve 


Sat.—Mark 12:35-37. 
A Question About Christ. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS 
scribes that Christ is the son of David? 
For ... David... himself calleth him 
Lord.” Partial truth concerning Christ 
misled the religious leaders of the nation 
of Israel. They owned His human de- 
scent from David, but did not realize 
His divine descent from Heaven. Many 
still make much of Jesus as a man who 


“How say the 


do not receive Him as God manifest in 
flesh. Most of the religious confusion 
in our land is due to half truths con- 


cerning Christ. What does Christ mean 
to you? Pray for Young Life Campaign 
Box 1519, Colorado Springs, Colo 


Sun.—Mark 13:32-57. 
The Coming of Christ. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Ye know not 
when the time is.” The time of the 
Second Advent is not for us to know. 
Tre Father has put that in His own 
power. It is our wisdom to occupy 
till He shall come, and not to pry into 
secrets no man can know. The ques- 
tion to be asked all such is, “Why 
stand ye gazing up into heaven?” 
Watch lest coming suddenly you 
should be found sleeping. Pray for 
Pacific Garden Mission, 642-650 S. 

State St., Chicago 5. 
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